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Despite Clark’s lawsuit, a state

| Food and Agriculture Marketing En-

rcement agency inquiry into
atsonville Cannmg s financial
ms remains on hold, according
‘ Sﬂcramento bureau chief George
‘Reese.

An earlier claim by Bonita Pack-
‘ing about unpaid bills was disallowed
for the same reason Clark’s claim
‘will not be considered — the state,
isaid Reese, has no jurisdiction over
:money owed harvesters or packers.
‘Clark, he said Friday, also ap-
proached Marketing Enforcement
.with his claim, but was told the state
‘agency could do nothing to help.

The state licenses harvesting and
‘packing companies, including Clark,
fgmita and Silva. Marketing En-
forcement could lift Watsonville
Canning’s license to handle farm
products, if it finds it is not paying
its bills, or cannot pay them because
.of financial problems.

Reese said complaints will have to
come from growers, rather than
‘packers and harvesters though.
Watsonville Canning attorneys

 have presented a plan to Marketing

Enforcement to pay off grower
_debts, Reese said, and he is still
satisfied with that.

But, he said, “we’re concerned.

We’ré waﬁching them very closely.”
Silva sued in Monterey County Su-

: perior Court Oct. 1, claiming he is

owed $355,321 by Watsonville Can-
ning. Silva’s attorney, Ann Secker,
this week said she had been told by

her client that he had reached an

agreemert with Watsonville Canning
for payment. She said the lawsuit
would remain in force until she re-
viewed the agreement. ‘

Watsonville Canning also is being

sued by rival food processor, J.J.
Crosetti Foods, which alleges it

stored produce for Watsonville Can-

ning, for which it i is owed $34,843 plus

interest.

The Teamsters, representing

- more than 1,000 workers on strike

against Watsonville Canning, this
weekflledamoﬁonmaSanFran-
cisco U.S. District Court asking for

immediate payment of back va-
cation pay for strikers. .

The union also filed a claim with
the National Labor Relations Board,
alleging that replacement workers
were paid vacation pay, while
strikers have not gotten it.

Teamster pickets counted 330 re-
placement workers Friday morning
passing through the company gates.
Watsonville Canning officials, main-
taining more workers are on t!w job
this week, have said workers are
able to get into the plant through%
other gates as well.

The plant was running bmcco‘ll :
cauliflower, brussels sprouts and
lima beans Fnday

A trucker delivering a load of
broccoll to Watsonville Canning was
shot at on Walker Street near the
plant Thursday night. The bullet
missed the mian, Joseph Charles De-

- luca Jr.,, who was driving a truck

owned by TWI Trucking.

The bullet pierced the truck’s win-
dow and frame. Witnesses saw an
early 1970s model primer-brown
Camaro in the vicinity, according to
a police report.

Watsonville Police Capt Terry
Medina said no noticable increase in
strike-related violence has occurred
since Watsonville reopened
Monday, following an 11-day shut-




