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- Permanent Stops, Fixed
Schedules Now In Effect

By DON RIGHETTI
Sentinel Staff Writer
People in droves are not rid-
. ing the buses of the Santa Cruz
nc' |Metropolitan Transit l?strict.
e

: .| The .dearth of rides
: fientirely unexpected: few b us|the easiest
r systems anywhere in thevﬂp&ed town.”

P States  do enough businéss ‘to
break even, let alone show alta
L./ profit,

But directors of the local tran-
sit system do wish the bus line
d income could be brought sote-
e What nearer the break
bt/ point.  Since the  district

6 over the bus system in February,
grevenues have varied between
130 and 35 cents per mile while
1e district’s fixed contract pay-
ient to system owner Chester
mith is 57% cents per mile.
“Financially,” said District
cretary Joe Ringrose, “the uses?
district finds itself in much the
{same position as many of . thelf,
[senior citizens “who use the th
buses. We live on a fixed income |p,
ki(an annual subsidy of $30,000)
jand must shape our operation
to fit those available dollars.
| We're unable to set up the oper-
ation as we'd like it, then fined
e moneyyte pay for it.”
There hai been a

schedule and

off Pacific Avenue
traffic delays.

protection.

of the district.

tiover. Ringross thinks the major
t‘factor in the decrease was the
b disrupting influence of down-
town eonstruetion.

“It's just mt very convenient ing out of business.
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consid-
nstall &
Hermon
rsection,
d in alq
om the|the dark Thursday night.
part-
by the|animal which darted across the

ic light road at 7:47 p.m. on the Old
owever, [San

for people to go to take a bus
and find the stop has been moy-
ed: Now, with permanent stops,
fixed schedules and extra cour-
tesy on the part of drivers,
is not/we’re convinced we’re providing

way to shop down-

District , income has, in fact,
ken an upturn with the com-
Ipletion of the downtown con-
Istruction. Most of the buses now
are operating on an hourly
benches have been
-éveniprovided at all stops. At the
took same time, the buses are kept

to minimize

Even with a fare hike from
20 to 25 cents, however, the
buses continue to show a loss.
Why, then, should the public
(Pay a tax for a service nobody

Ringrose “calls it a payment
I a stand-by service which
e -taxpayer hopes he won't
eed — much as fire and police

He pointed out voters at the
November, 1968 election had
agreed to tax themselves for
the formation and maintenance

what type of transit we would
haye; but rather, whether there
would be any public transporta-
tion at all. Chester Smith had
stated unequivocally he was go-
But the
voters in the proposed transit
district said, yes, they wanted
transportation maintained and
were willing t.tf) tax themselves
to the tune of five cents per ;

o s ~t,_Jnles should be di

“To the owner of a $20,000
home, assessed at $5,000, this
means that, whether he uses
; he will pay
$2.50 per year to have the ser-

“Those who use the system

A sort of Rube Goldberg se-| Xofi
uence of events put Soquel ini‘f"’ﬂ0 .

It started with an unidentified

{€S In running order.
13
. ej

The headlights of a car driven|¥® Need is a transplant.

COOLIDGE

FAIR

Maps indicate the routes
and  downtown stops of the
Santa Cruz Metropolitan Tran-
sit District huses, District di-
rectors hope public uge of

! ; q the buses will increase with
slight drop| “The chojce at that time,” 4

in the number of riders on the Ringrose observed, ‘‘was not the completlon of downtown

gibuses since ithe district took

construction and the estab-
lishment of fixed stops and
schedules,

will, of course, derive more than
the $2.50 in benefits. To those
who don’t use it, - this can be
considered a transportation
stand-by .in case their automo-
sabled.”!

e

9 It woultr¥e
at the bus system as a ‘Sub-
stitute -for the private calr,
Ringrose thinks, “It is tfruly an
emergency reserve,
system provided for
old, too young or too poor to
{provide their own private trans.
\portation. The private car is

. still Number One on the trans. B

‘portation hit parade in Santa
{Cruz_and - everywhere else.
| “We hear much local talk
{about integrated transportation
Isystems — whatever they are,”
{Ringrose continued. “What we
have is four buses operating
[over five routes. That consiti.
{tutes little more than an ab-
{solute ‘minimal supportive tran.
Isit system.”

3 While grandiose schemes of
transportation systems
1 the air, Ringrose is con-
cerned with the day-to-day task
of keeping his four creaky bus-

We’re giving mouth-to-mouth
resuscitation  to four aged ve-
hicles,” he said wryly. “What

In
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iMarch, the district filed a fed-
(b)){ d IS,arrs'II Ta)gor, d 2(1:;1 Oflt Ggllggeral grant application which
an Jose Road, caug thopefully will provide the trans.
form of the animal and Taylor iplant in the form of five new
swﬁgvﬁ)dst tgonrtrrl'i)slsoflthis car and{buses, a bus barn and a3 ° °
b ‘portive shops.” k
Tt o i a i, ik et cqupment ang SWECish Journalist To Spea
oo oaon  The tree toppled in 0 2 neigh-ie. silities i there a chance the
Jurisdic-/boring 4000-volt power line, ! ‘district ever will break even|w;
The lines shorted out agamSt)ﬁnancially‘?
IR—Theone another and suddenly 800 Ringrose dossnt Bk il

to budg-
of the
illing to

After the war he went to
‘Student Power, |Sweden, where he has been eor-
‘The Future respondent for Time, Life, The

at Cabrillo College|London Evening News and

: i tto Igde on Monday and Tuesday many European radio and tele-
igiPuses that well — not when Michael Salzer currently on|vision stations.
A spokesman for PG&E said ) ; i ; ¢
€L crve|thdt 90 per cent of the 800 had|.'eT¢’S @ family car sitting inay American_ assignment for He will speak on “Student
: the driveway, number of European newspa-
Graham power again by 8:07 pm. Fulp " i take a 60 per cen
has been|restoration was made by 9:30

biners 4 to i o Power, Swedish Style” in the
A e ; ) : ildi 4 i
even > Ringrgership to break|” Born in Vienna in 1908, Salzer Ifffl?mlv?g;?;’y]g S i
even,” Ringrose calculated. He went on his first foreign cor-" ’

Ithinks the district can make|respondent assignment to Lon| ‘The Future of Socialism”
isome long strides toward clps. don in 1929, will be “his topic Tuesday at
ing the gap, however, if it gath-| He servod with the RAF.8:30 pm. in forum building
ers @ solid bank of data tolin World War II, seeing service|room 456,

guide route alignments an dlj, North Africa, Italy, Yugosla.| Both lectures are open to the

timing. Ipublic and admission is free.

d widen-

p.m. in the outlying areas. ‘
Taylor was not injured.

Three Robbery
Cases Reported

Three robberies were reported
Téu}?f s to law authorities Thursday.
ittee to! Jean Morgan, 2203 Redwood|people are and where they want
of the!Drive, Aptos, reported theft of}to‘ be, ' rather than trying to
ephons|@ bicycle and a surfboard and bring the people to the buses.| Volunteers

ted|Tack from a carport. The idea of running over thenext month’s campaign for the raising campaign.”’
poe Brack Stone, 4620 Bain Ave.,/same routes at the same times|March of Dimes in Santa Cruz, The funds help to support a
y've always County, David Andrews, cam-|birth defects center at the Stan.
been run that way just doesn’t paign director, said. Iford Medical Center and at the

make much sense.” “The March of Dimes main- University of California Medical
While the system probably|tains a year-round program|Center.

il Cross school reported to police/never will be self - supporting, laimed at prevention and treat-| More information is available
& tRingrose thinks that, within the ment of birth defects,” Andrews[by calling the Santa Cruz Coun.

was missing from the school. accepted 5-cent levy ‘“‘a good, said. “January contributions arelty chapter of the March of
(She was not sure when it was minimal supportive system canjessential to our efforts and we Dimes, 718A Capitola Ave,, Cap-
jtaken, be maintained.” ‘need volunteers to help us with'itola. phone 47R.185R ~v aod o22b

about the
n it was
was dan-
ing, ‘“‘with
t into the

- . 'Via, Germany and India,
“The job essentially is to put
the buses and routes where the

March of Dimes Seeks Volunteers

are needed for|the work involved in a fund-



