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Demolltn of high school blldmg sees cetam

By EMILIO ALVARADO

STAFF WRITER

A committee set up to help
decide the future of the earth-
quake-damaged Watsonville High
School main building met last
night for the first time and de-
cided to pursue options that in-
clude demolishing the two-story
building and erecting a new one
in its place.

The 16-member committee,
which met in the high school’s
library, looked at two possibilities
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for replacing the building. The
committee, which was formed by
WHS principal Tony Calvo, will
be focusing on either demolishing
the building and erecting a new
one or keeping its facade and
building behind it.

In either case, the cost the
would be about $5 million, which
the state would pay for. Another
option discussed included reha-
bilitating the building at a cost of

over $6 million. In that case, the

state would not cover the cost

and the Pajaro Valley school dis-
trict would have to pay for the
construction.

For some of the committee
members, it was difficult to think
of razing the building, which they
consider a Watsonville landmark
to which they have strong emo-
tional ties.

In the end, they decided it was
best to lay sentiment aside and
look at the practical side of the
issue. One committee member
recognized the building’s
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San Jose architectural firm hired

historical sxgmﬁcance and the
emotional connection the com-
munity -has with it, but said she
had to consider the future, not
the past.

“We have to be concerned
about the kids that are coming,
not the ones that are gone,” said
Betty Lewis, a Watsonville
historian.

Watsonville High senior Pat
Work agreed.

“The community is more at-

tached to the building than the
kids at the school,” said Work,
who is also a committee member.
He agreed with some members
that the”building is a’ symbol to
the community, but thought a
new building would better serve
the school.

The main building, which is
also called the 1917 Building be-
cause it was built in that year,
has been closed since mid-April
after structural engineers dis-
covered extensive earthquake

damage that greatly weaken the

«entire building and suggested it

be closed as soon as possible.

School officials moved students
into portable classrooms after the
inspection report was released,
but let the staff remain in the
building. After the swarm of early
morning earthquakes hit the area
on April 19, school board trustees
decided that day to close the
building to everyone.

Since then staff- has  been
See DEMOLISH page 2 »

SH by the district, is expected to

je 1 present to the group a sketch of
what the exterior of a new build-
ing could look like.

Final recommendations to the
board of trustees could be ready
by Aug. 15, which is the date set
by Superintendent Merrill Grant,
according to committee -chair-
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