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Chip Scheuer
Emotlons ran high when the vote was announced and a Teamster leader said ‘It's time to go back to work.’
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Landslide vote

ends bitter flght

By ELIZABETH SCHILLING
and LANE WALLACE

STAFF WRITERS

The strike is over.

On a vote of 543 to 21, mem-
bers of Teamsters Local 912
approved a contract with
Norcal Frozen Foods Inc. and
put an end to thelr 18-month
strike.

Union members acted as if
they couldn’t vote fast enough
this morning when they con-
vened at 9 a.m. at the Veterans
Hall on East Beach Street.
They were all smiles for the
first time in a long time as they
filed into voting booths to cast

~ballots that were to put some of

them back to work this after-
noon.

The appearance of Norcal
owner David Gill at the hall 15

‘minutes after the vote was

announced added an even
higher note to the crowd’s jubi-
lation.

Norcal is the new company
that two weeks ago took over
from ' now-defunct Watsonville
Canning and Frozen Food Co.

“This is a new company and
a new beginning I hope we can
pull together and start over,”
Gill told a cheering crowd.

“We’ve got a lot of problems
to overcome.”’

He said getting new custom-
ers and working on the problem
‘of foreign competition are some
of the top priorities.

“If you guys will dig in and
help, we can do this together,”
Gill said. “I’'m willing to
rebuild the relationship
between the workers and the
company. The people in the
plant also have the message
that they are going to rebuild
't.’9

Gill said employees will be
called back to work this after-
noon. lines will be tested tomor-
row and processing will begin
full-bore on Monday with about
200 employees.

Gill’s challenge was met with
equal spirit from union mem-
bers who say they are anxious
to get back to work.

“We need to get going,” said
Elsie Villanpando, a 14-year
veteran of the Watsonville Can-
ning food-processing line. “We
need to get the company and
this community back on its feet
— and we can do it.””
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