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SANTA CRUZ — The reality has usually
been this — if your car breaks down on
Highway 17, you raise the hood and pray.

Within six weeks, there will be another,
better option. If your car breaks down on
Highway 17 — or Highways 1, 9, 129 or 152 —
you’ll be able to walk to an emergency call
box and reach a Highway Patrol dispatcher
within moments.
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Similar call boxes will be popping up
along roadsides throughout Northern Cali-
fornia in the months to come. Santa Clara

County, San Mateo County, Alameda Coun-

ty, Contra Costa County, Solano County and
Sonoma County highways are all scheduled
to have call boxes.

The money for the call boxes is coming
directly from county residents, who pay a $1
annual fee on each motor vehicle registered
in the county.

— By Tom Long



