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Mushrooming Market

For Geodesic Domes

By PEGGY RUDNICKI
Sentinel Staff Writer
High in the Aptos hills sits an unusual home that com-
bines the elegance of a conventional house with the
Space age modermt\ of a Sarninen creation.
The hume constructed with 60 interlocking we
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that is because there is a lot of custom work.

““The bathtub atone cost $1,400,”" he added.

However, since most people chooe to do the majority
of the work themselves the cost of construction
becomes even cheaper, he said.

“ People become their own architect, painter, electri-
cian and carpenter. You don’t have to be a pro to put one
up.” -

According to Nottoli, the homes can be set up in a
remarkably short time.

‘“We once put up a dome frame in 5 ¥ hours. Most
people can get it up in a day.”

Assembling the kit is a relatively easy job and takes
no construction experience, said Nottoli.

The kit’s triangles are bolted together in fives and six-
es and then the pentagons and hexagons are holted
together to form the frame of the house.

Builders work from the bottom up, building walls un-
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Make use of your old diamonds
in one of our exciting new

>-an efficient heat carrier.’'
L\ es in the dome, said t’hp house is easy
Z 1 maintainance
“The om» problem with living in a deme is that people
stop by the house at all hours just to take a look,” he
said.

Neither Hewett or Nottoli could define the type of per-
son that buys a dome.

“Teachers, large families, professional people, rich
people looking for a second or third home and young
couples buy the dome kits,”’ said Nottoli.

The endless possibilities of the dome—bolting two or
three domes together, setting them on different levels

_ with connecting hallways and a variety of dome

sizes—allow for jUSt about anybody to be comfortable in
a dome, he said.

The dome is located at 701 Vista Del Mar in Rio Del
Mar and is open to visitors Saturday and Sunday from
noon to 6 p.m. and weekdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p:m,

Domed house features a large sleeping loft
which justs above the living room below. A
pentangle skylight made of havy tinted glass
lights the room and as Builder Barry Nottoli
says, “This isn’t a room for late sleepers.” *




One of the unique features of the house, at
left, is the coat closet concealed in the spiral of
the stairway. The redwood closet also has
small storage compartment than can be reach-
ed from second floor landing.
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