f Noly .G’ ~
Feniors advocate J. Frank Gallagher dies

By KEITH MURAOKA

40
Sentinel staff writer ‘\

SANTA .CRUZ — J. Frank Gal-
lagher, one of Santa Cruz’s staun-

chest advocates for senior citizens
d4ed Thursday at Dominican Hosi
17)(15ta1 after a short illness. He was
A Mass will be celebrated Mon-
day. »The rosary will be recited to-
night.

The tall, silver-haired Gallagher
was well known in the county for
everything from dressing up as Un-
cle Sam for Fourth of July parades
to his dedication to Holy Cross
Church where he was a devoted

parishioner. He also had been bas-
Kketball, football, boxing and base-
be}ll coach at the old Holy Cross
High School. ;

,Hey was named ‘“Man of the
Year” in 1980 by the Santa Cruz
Area Chamber of Commerce. He
Ljecel.ved several proclamations,
from the city of Santa Crug, Con-
gress, Senate and even then-Presi-
dfznt Ronald Reagan at a 50th wed-
d@ng anniversary celebration for
him and his wife, Ruth, in 1988.

But Gallagher was best known
for his senior advocacy. He was di-
rector of Project Scout, an out-
reagh and service organization for
seniors, from 1972 until just this

Gallagher

Continued from Page Al

Jennifer Davis, executive direc-
tor of the Seniors Council, said of
Gallagher, “An awful lot of local
d their begin-
The Nursing
Home Ombudsman, Grey Bears
and  Senior Network Services
couldn’t have begun without
He paved the
way by his vision and support.”
Mello, D-Wat-
saddened by

senior programs hal
hings with Frank.

[Frank’s nurturing.

State Sen. Henry

sonville, said he was
Gallagher’s death. “He was just a
great friend and a person who gave
of his life to try to help the lives of

senior citizens.”

John Riggle, executive director
of the California Commission on
Aging, said Gallagher
the most popular members” of the
commission. «He was the consum-

mate gentle

lot of little things for people that
others don’t even kno
nk kept

d community

Davis added, “Fra
local government and ¢
bodies aware of senior issues even

pefore such issues

He would stand up at cit
or Employment Commissio
ings, and merely introduce himself
as, ‘Frank Gallagher, senior citi-
zen, ”’ she recalled, laughing.

In a 1985 Sentinel interview, Gal-
lagher said, “The day you sfcog do-

ing things 18 the day you die.

in Santa Cruz since

year. While with Project Scout he
helped with income tax assista’rlbe
and worked for both a food and
crafts cooperative.

For six straight years ending in
1988, local seniors elected him sen-
ator for the California Senior Leg-
islature, an advisory body to the
state Legislature made ui) of 120
seniors throughout the state to rep-
r‘esent older citizens’ interests.
From 1982-1988, Gallagher served
on the 25-member California Com-
mission on Aging, having been ap-
polmted by the Senate Rules Com-
mittee. In 1981, he was a senior

intern for Rep. Leon Panetta, D-
Monterey. j

California in 1940. They have lived
1949, with the
exception of several years in Ba-
kersfield. Gallagher worked in a
number of capacities: coaching and
teaching at Holy Cross High
School, working as an executive
with Metropotitan 1ife Insurance
Co., and heading Project Scout.

As a volunteer, he was a Grand
Knight of ‘the Knights of Colum-
bus, he worked in loc
party politics, organized a regional
Catholic sports association and
served on the board of education
for the local archdiocese. Sister
Barbara Long at Holy Cross

al Democratic

Church called him a “faithful pa-

was ‘‘one O

rishioner, who never missed a 12
o’clock mass.” He al
at the mass and had a smile for all.

Gallagher is survived by his
wife, Ruth Gallagher of Santa
Cruz; eight children,

ways ushered

Dennis Gal-

lagher of Albuquerque, N.M.,
Douglas Gallagher of Santa Cruz;
Barry Gallagher of Merced, David

w about.”

In that same interview, he de- chapel

Lcribed himself as «gort of a con

Gallagher of Bakersfield, Brother
Ron Gallagher of Moraga, Kath-
leen Gallagher of Greenfield,
Mass., Sharon Tashjian of Sanger,
and Maureen Chung of Kauai, Ha-
were waii: a sister, Marcella Sims of
Kearney, Nebj 18 grandch'ﬂdren
and two great-grandchildren. His
daughter, Mary Patricia Hacker of
Bakersfield, died in February.
Norman’s Family Chapel, 3620
Soquel Drive, Soquel, is in charge
of arrangements, Friends may call
from 9 a.m. o T\p.m. today at the

The rosary will be recited at 7

partist on behalf of the elderly.” tonight at Norman’'s Family Cha-

g .+, he added, «Jt’s an honest

on.”

Gallagher was known for his W 1ok
ademark sideburns, one which High St., adjz}cent to ‘
than the other. rlnterment will be in Holy Cross

e diplomatically contended that ‘ Cemetery.
bne sideburn was for his conserva-

as slightly longer

pel. A Mass of Christian Burial

will be celebrated at 10:30 a.m.

Monday at Holy Cros

Contributiorns ma

s School, 126

the mission.

y be made to

ve side and the other was for his the Holy Cross Restoration Fund,
126 High St., Santa Cruz 95060 or to
Born in Heartwell, Neb., Gal-. the Dominican Hospital Founda-

iberal side.

ratochvil in 1938 and moved to 95065,

agher married the former Ruth tion, 1555 Soquel Drive, Santa Cruz

lagher was a drector fi
California Grey Bars, arnt(;Jr thc
one of its founding Aembers hwlas
ing the number004 He (;d-
worked with the Ational COua -
on Aging, Califor Speeiah‘stsnCll
Aging, the countflousing Advi -
ry Committee,t/ county Men:tslo.
Health Board, /y-county Remdl
Information ar¥lediation Servi gl
and the DomiAl Hospital F -
dation Board o
Senior em/™ent an i

programs w 2mong ng};(;l}llsnl’g
pet issues. 2elped write le ier :
tion for a /€T of senior ;qg ol
that are n2% s
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