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It's on increase in Santa Cruz Counfy

Even though Santa Cruz County’s crime
rate has dropped to its lowest in seven
‘years, according to Sheriff Al Noren’s
annual report, it appears Santa Cruz County

has become an increasingly dangerous

place tolive.

- Violent crime has risen dramatically,
wﬁie crimes against property have
~declined.

There were a total of 305 homicides,

es, robberies and aggravated assaults in
1 but the figure rose to 446 last year, the
_report showed.

In three other ma)or crime categones —

detailing cnme last year reads like a Police

Gazette thriller. «

It lists a chronology of rape, murder, hi-
jacking and dope arrests.

Sheriff’s detectives mvestlgated 2,786
felony cases and cleared approximately half
of them. .

In addition, 3,694 other cases were investi-
gated by the detectlve division, and there
were 604 cases processed by the coroner’s
unit.

Narcotic enforcement deputies seized.

more than $4 million worth of contraband
during arrests and raids last year.
The illicit drugs included more than $2.6

; mﬂmwthnfheromandzmpoundsof '

ey

compared to 63,944 in 1976.
Of the service calls last year, 2,074 were

felony reports, 2,368 misdemeanor, 3,102

1!p‘oseze and the Explorer Post 613, composed

incident reports and 65,328 were miscellane-
ous calls for service.

Noren called his patrol dmsmn “the

frontline operation” of the sheriff’s office in
maintaining the ‘“commitment to provide
la;va enforcement to the community 24-hours
a y.n

The sheriff also praised the 151 citizen vol-
unteers who along with deputies comprise
the sheriff’s reserve forces division.

Included in this division are the air posse,
mounted posse, underwater team, jeep

Ex lorer Scouts

But he said, ‘“This will in no way rﬁwe
the county of Santa Cruz from providing
better detention facilities.”

Last year 7,278 persons were booked at the
Front Street ]axl as compared with 5,849 in
1976. This is despite the fact that qualified
persons are being released without bail.

And the average daily population last
year was 87.3. This is despite the fact that
qualified persons are released without bail
and others are being cited in the field and
not booked at the jail. ’

There were 2,012 felony arrests last year,
compared tol, 762 the year before. i

Overall, Noren said of the past year, “I
am happy to report to you that the sheriff’s
office has made great strides in providtu

il suit mudmore professional service .

“While m’m be an accephﬂe




