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By DENISE SIEBENTHAL
Sentinel Staff Writer

Some may think that Scotts
Valley's: Lost- World, like the -
dinosaurs Its huge ftgures lm-
ltate, has gone extinct, but
there Is an alive and (ascinating
attraction still to be seen at the
site,

1t's a lost world of trees —
trees shaped and gralted Into
the moat unbellevable forms by

~ the late-AxetN:-Erlandson over—

30 years ago.

The amusement park full of
colorful dinosaurs and
anlmated objects has been rela-
tively idle for the past few
Er but the trees that

landson planted there in 1048
continue to grow unheeded In
their unusual shapes, despite
the lack of gratlflcatlon from
curious guests

In the past ‘few weeks, the
forest between Highway 17 and
Scotts Valley Drive has been
cleaned up and reopened by
Fran Carruth and;Agnes Lewis,
who alsq are ruhning a craft
shop in the small building at the
edtrance to '‘The World Fa-
mous Tree Circus.”

The brightly-painted
dinosaurs, added to the spot In
1064 when the late Larry
Thompson bought the property,
are now for sale and will not be
part of the exhlbition, Lewls -
explained. Thompson's family
still owns the site.

Erlandson’'s trees were world
famous in their heyday. The
unusual living shapes were fea-
tured 12 times in Htpleys Be-

lieve-1t or-Not-and appearéd " "David "Kin .v‘S'

many magatine features,
There's nothing uniqié about
- Scotts Valley soll which makes
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ingshots — It was all the ex-
pertise of Erlandson,

Known a3 ‘quiet-man, the
native of Sweden spent most of
“his life ay & vaticher-and tirter-
In Turlock where he began his
grafting experiments,

Upon retiring to Scotts Val-
ley with his family in 1946, he
brought along a few of hls~
grafted sapﬁlings and began s
forest which grew to over 55

ees,
~ His first attempt was io take
four sycamores and plant them
in a six-foot square. When the
oung tlps reaches about 1b
feet, the bean farmer startled
his famlly and friends by bring-
ing the tops togethsr and graft-

ing them a minlature
pola,
'l'!ﬂs four-sided arch now

stands, over 50 years later, as
an entrance to the revived ex-
hibition.

The trees, which once deco-
rated Erlandson's yard, today
stand as a testimony to the
ingenulty of the man. Their -
names fell something of the

Yosemite Fall
Kills Student

NATIONAL

PARK (AP) — A student from
-Singapare-was-killed when-he
fell 600 feet down one of Yosém-
Ite National Park’s waterfalls,
a ranger reported today.

g
walked past a raIlIng and warn-
Ing signs and began wading In
the Merced River at the top of

trees grow into the. shapes—of—Vernal Falls on Thursday, the

chairs, ladders, hearts and-sl-

ranger sald.

Chu, 22,_

shupea they permanently hold

— the watertower tree, a coun-
try boy's slingshot; the single
heart tree, the lightning tree,
theboa:
legged glant,

The forest of (wisted ‘Shapes,
with its thick rooftop of heavy
leaves, evokes an eerle feeling
to the amazed visitor. Birds
chirp sarcasticaily overhead as
if criticizing what man has
done to their nesting places.

“#'This place really gets to you
after awhile,”
mented.’

A few of the trees were never
completed by Erlandson, who
died In 1964 at the age of 79. The
frames which held up the young
trees are still in place, leaving

one only to 3 what the tree
wizard had in mind.
Some of the trees un-

fortunately have perished, but
their dead trunks and branches
stlll  hold the \identiflable
ghapes.

How did he do it? is the

~question that pops into most -

observers' minds. The trees are
of all concelvable variety -
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A Fascmatmg Slght In Scotts

sycamores, boxed elders,
acaclas, cork ouk blrch and
willow.

Erlandson created his un-
tisual garden using wood pro’F
and steel and wire guides, To
make circles, he'd fasten young
outshoots or brnnche; to heavy

wire guides until they com-
leted a circle. Then the
rnnche: were grafted to the
trunk.

As-the trees have grown over
the years, they amazingly kept
the original shapes Erlandson
palnstakingly gulded them into.
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FALL SCHEDULE OF CLASSES for
~SANTA CRUZ ADULT SCHOOL

‘available this week at .
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