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: By LANE WALLACE

Back in the mid-60s, people who retired
o Watsonville had little choice but to live
like the rest of the population — in
apartments or single family homes — but
that was soon to change.

As the 60’s ended an the 70’s began, the
number of homes geared for retired

started increasing rapdily — and

so did the desirability of Watsonville as a
place to retire.

" Between 1969 and now, the number of
mobile homes in the city increased from
about 50 to 627, and 600 homes were built
at Bay and Pajaro Villages, the

ities of small, single-family
homes on the southeast side of town,
where only people 45 and older can live.
Not all the people in the mobile home
parks nor Bay or Pajaro Villages are
retired, but about 80 to 85 percent are,
according to unofficial estimates by
residwts
‘“The environment attracts retxred
people like crazy,” says Bob Ellenwood,
city planning director. ‘‘Once they make
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thc"change (from a large city) they re
willing to make the total life style
change. Watsonville is devoid of the
tremendous rat race.”

The city’s 627 mobile homes are in four
major parks — Monterey Vista (122),
Rancho Cerritos (145), Meadows Mobile
Manor (241) and Portola Heights (119).

In addition, there are about 450 mobile
homes outside Watsonville but within
three miles of the city limits, estxmated
Jim Washington of the city planning”

dem\ment.
 influx of mobile home parks is not
uniqgue to Watsonville. “It was a
statewide phenomena,” Ellenwood says.
But Bay and Pajaro Villages are
unique — they're the only tracts of
cnmtenmmal homes in Santa Cruz
geared for older adults. '
Vlllage, which now has 350 homes,
was started in 1969 by John McAbery, W
builder. Plans for another 180
umts to be bulit in the next three years,
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Mobile homes appreciate at between 10
and 15 percent per year, said Shnron
Begley of Vista Mobile Home Sales and
Service on Freedom Boulevard. =~

In the Watsonville area, the average
space rental is about $135, she said. The
top figure is $185 at Portola Heights, she
‘noted. i

The 627 mobile homes now comprise
about 7 percent of the city’s housing,
while the 600 new homes at Bay and
Pajaro Village make up another 9 per-
cent. : :

Bob Ellenwood, city planning director,
expects to see more housing for retired
people, but says, “I don’t think you'll see
another Bay or Pajaro Village type
development.”” (Bay Village's
application to open its next 180 homes to
people of all ages was rejected by the
City Council.) /

“I think future housing projects for
retired people will be more :
toward rental projects,”” Ellenwood said..
“There will be more condominiums and
garden apprtments. One of the reasons is
that we’re running out of land.”




