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«7 - SANTA CRUZ — Street musicians, bustling
7>shops and newly laid asphalt greeted thousands of
= shoppers who returned to downtown Santa Cruz
Friday to enjoy Pacific Avenue’s recovery.

_ More than 100 shoppers were bumping elbows at
“the Bookshop Santa Cruz, where Mayor Neal Coo-
" nerty was manning the cash register.,
- “It’s good,” he gasped, laughing as he tried to
;- keep up with the customers. “It’s better than we
“expected.” )
Coonerty, a co-owner of the book store, said a lot
of the people walking through his doors had come
< just to see how the area is looking these days.
=+ "1 think people are interested in seeing down-
- town now and all the new shops,” he said. =
Construction crews worked late Wednesday to
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It’s not as depressing,” she said. “You’re finally
seeing a lot of people here, which is wonderful.”

Shoppers Stacgsy and Carol Easterbrooks said they
avoided the Capitola Mall because they were looking




