Soquel-San Jose Road
" parcel one option
under consideration
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SOQUEL — The Soquel Creek Water District
lsquwtly working on the possibility of devel-
oping an additional water supply by buying 32
acres along Soquel-San Jose Road to create a
holdmg ond.

district officials say that is only one
& gﬁ options a 25-member citizens advisory
-is studying, the board of directors has

sn negotiating to buy the property, which ad-
joins Soquel Creek, lush forests and steep hills

“'The board has held closed sessions to negoti-
mmwmase price, estimated to be at least
$1.8 million based on the sale price of an adja-
cent parcel, according to an attorney for the
pmmtw owners.

“Please make it real clear it isn't a done
m but when the property became available
we wanted to secure it because we can’t just
get any property along the creek,” said Laura
Brown, the district’s general manager. c
- “Over the years there were several sites we
Mi“"‘w’“EZ?s ‘1‘};‘35 gfﬂassbi‘lthgfngfﬂ‘g‘bdggé The Soquel Creek Water District may buy this 32-acre site off Soquel-
cause a diversion (from the creek) is closest Road to create a holding pond that would increase water stores.
here and from an environmental point it’s the
best.” " tion to buy the land from the Leporini family, creek. ‘

Dlmalopmg the proposed pond would supply which has owned it since the 1920s. It is zoned ~ The owners aren’t enthu51ast1c a
]w 1 percent of the dxstnct’s overall wate agricultural and has been used to grow apples ing, said family attorney James Rit
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ss often known as condemnation.
3 ey said the property would be
worth much more in five years.

Ve've granted four or five exten-
s to the district’s buy option ... and
we are negotiating a purchase
” he said. “And it’s my under-
ng that they are in the process of
forward to purchase.”

others to buy the property, includ-
a farmer who recently bought five
es nearby for $300,000. He said he
ts the district to pay about $60,000

has definitely )
m t!mrpmjeet, wdlim:
leawyerwhofnmeﬂy

as an assistant county counsel spemal—
izing in condemnation proceedings.
“But I recogmze the right of a public
agency.”

One frequent board critic said she
thinks the board should consider op-
tions before moving ahead with the
holding-pond idea, which, including the
cost of a water- treatment plant, would
cost about $17.5 million.

“I get the feeling the district has al-
ready made up its mind ... and that’s
why they are holding the option on the
property,” said Barbara Graves, whose
husband ran unsuccessfully for a seat
on the district board last year. “I'm not
totally against the argument the project
may be needed. I haven’t made up my

mind on what the best solution would

t we haven’

,. bout 50 acre feet. The water

'has not made a declsion on whether to

move ahead.
“We conducted-the stud;y back then

- because we didn’t want to have an op-

tion to buy property we would not be
able to utilize,” she said.

The board is looking at water-supply
options because studies. show that it
cannot continue to pump groundwater
at current rates indefinitely.

Its 45,000 customers use about 5,480
acre feet of water annually. The district
estimates demand will increase to 6,000
acre feet by 2001 and 6,400 in 2006. The
district pulls two-thlrds of its water
from the Purisima aquifer and another
third from the Aromas Red Sands
aquifer through 17 wells scattered be-
tween La Selva Beach and Capitola.

. Ninety percent of district customers
are residential and the average hookup
uses about 400 gallons a day of water.
One acre foot equals 32£,829 gallons.

The holding pond- wcmld ol e“

rerted in the winter and remain
stored for the dry summer months, al-

water. 4

lowing time for the solids to settle, so it
could be 'ﬂ'ﬁ used for drinking
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The Public Adv1sory Commijttee was
formed in 1997, composed of 25 people
who represent homeowners, business,
environmental groups and government
agencies. It reviews projects and makes
recommendations to the board about
water supply needs.

So far, the committee has identified
seven optlons for the future, including
conservation, a plant to treat seawater,
wastewater recyclmg, purchases from
other water agencies, and a dam else-
where on Soquel Creek.

“The committee is still explbring the
options right now and we haven’t gotten
to tihe point of packaging yet,” Brmm
sai

She said the district has set aside
some money for the various projects but:
exact costs aren’t known. '

“The biggest expense would be get-
ting a new supply but we won't have a
huge rate increase and we have been
planning ahead,” she said.




