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?rhe new Watsonville Hospital at 75 Nielson St.
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By DAVID PACINI
STAFF WRITER

WATSONVILLE — Watsonville

« Community Hospital officials re-

leased copies this morning of the
sale application submitted to the
attorney general’s office in anticipa-
tion of its approval.

The document, which fills four
binders, describes the details of the
$65 million sale of the hospital,
which includes all the institution’s

current assets including the new
building. ;

“(The hospital) will continue to
operate as an acute care hospital

and to honor all its labor contracts,” .

said Watsonville Hospital President
John Friel. “Care will continue at
the same level, such as in the emer-
gency room. They’ve made a'com-
mitment to continue to run the drug
and alcohol treatment program, the
obstetric program in which 150 ba-
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release the document to the public
today because there is so much in-
terest in the transaction.
i “It was just a matter of them
looking at it and it seems to be in-
tact,” said Friel. “The attorney gen-
eral has 90 days to review it, so
we're making the assumption today
that it's complete.” :

Friel said the attorney general’s
office will review the document and

then hold a public meeting in Wat-
sonville on the sale. Attorney Gen-
eral representatives will then make
a determination on whether the sale
should go through or not.

“Our hope is that they will be
able to complete work within the 90
day period,” said Friel. “We expect
it to go through. The board and I
have been working on this for over
ayear.” :

A complete set of the binders
containing the application is avail-
able for the public to review at the
Watsonville Public Library on Union
Street.

bies are born each month, the med-
ical surgical services, and the inten-
sive care unit. They've also made a
commitment to complete building
the 5,600 square foot medical office
building at the old Seagate facility.”
The application, submitted to the
attorney general’s office May 29, de-
scribes the terms of the proposed sale
of the hospital to Community Health
Systems, a nation-wide hospital con-
glomerate based in Tennessee.

1g for $55 million
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Friel said this morning that he
and the hospital’s board of directors
have been working closely with the
attorney general’s office since Jan-
uary and therefore expect the appli-
cation to be considered complete.
Friel said hospital officials have
been waiting for about a week and a
half for representatives of the attor-
ney general’s office to declare the
application complete, but decided to
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