EARTHQUAKE

By CHELA ZABIN
STAFF WRITER

Before the Oct. 17 earthquake,
there had been plans for reor:
ganizing the hospital’s first floor,
but Watsonville Community
Hospital is looking at something
a bit bigger now — digging up
and remodeling the entire floor
and front entrance.

“In the earthquake, the hos-
pital moved two ways,” Barbara
pital, said, “up and down and
side to side.”
~ Some of the damage the hos-
pital suffered in the shaking was
obvious — a glass hallway lead-
ing from the main building to
the Eiskamp building was shat-
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the cement walkway has been
removed “and replaced with

plywood.

_ Shingai said that the hospital
has been working closely with
FEMA and the state Office of
Emergency Services on the re-
pairs and expects to have me?t
of the repairs paid for between
the two agencies. -

She said the hospital is plan-
ning to do the work piecemeal,
moving departments around so
that it can continue to function
at normal capacity while the
work is being done. If neces-
sary, some temporary modular
buildings can be set up, she
said.

Because the hospital is opting

for the phased repair approach,

the work could take as long as

two years before it’s completed,
she said. :

In the meantime, the hospital
has been plagued by an infesta-
tion of gnats, which apparently
have been breeding in the bro-
ken sewer lines under the
building. While a few were still
buzzing around on the first floor
Friday, Shingai said the hospital
attempts to eradicate them have
been working — there are ap-
preciably fewer gnats now than
there were a few weeks ago, she
said. ’

She said neither the gnats nor
the'leaking sewage have posed
a health problem and that the
hospital has been working with
a number of different regulatory
agencies on all of its post-quake
problems.

The hospital will be rerouting
some of the sewage system,
trying to get as much as possi-
ble out from under the building,
so that future repairs won’t be
so difficult, Shingai said.




