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The defense attorney for a lo-
cal bus driver accused of molest-
ing two Watsonville girls was giv-
en access to a police report made
by one of the victims Tuesday, but
was denied access to a full copy
of the Child Protective Services
file on the other victim.

The police report handed over

uesday regards an allegation
Imade by the victim that another
teen molested her during the
same time period, July 20 to Sept.
20, 2001 She alleges that in the
police report the victim never
mentioned the molest by the bus
driver, 44-year-old Andres Sol-
ano.
Assistant District Attorney
Kristin Long argued that the de-
fense should not be allowed to
question the victim, referred to
throughout the hearing by her ini-
tials, about the incident.

“The assaults were very differ-
ent,” Long said. “This incident was
with a student, a peer. The power
difference is very strong.”

She argued that because Solano
as in a position of power and the
perpetrator in the other case was
not, so the victim may have felt
more comfortable reporting the
second case.

Defense Attorney Lisa McCam-
ey said the events are so similar
that she should be able to ask the
victim about them.

Judge Art Danner disagreed,
saying that asking her about her
ruthfulness in that allegation
ould create a “trial within a trail”
because the attorneys would then
eed to bring in more witnesses to
upport or refute the victim’s an-
Wers.

The juvenile accused in the ear-
er case pleaded guilty to sexual
battery.
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Judge Danner also ruled on the.

hild Protective Services file of the..
bcond victim, who lived near Sol-. <«

no, also referred to by her initials. <<

That file contains infor.matio‘n“
hbout an alleged abuse incident by .=

e victim’s stepmother, according

o McCamey. 3
According to McCamey, the
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stepmother and victim gave differ- 2"
bnt stories about what happened,: s
eading her to question either the - .
ruthfulness of the stepmother or’-

e victim.

Danner allowed McCamey and" : ©

Long to view two pages of the file
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with the requirement that they de;-' 37
stroy the copies as soon as the tq- »

al is over.

Witnesses that were scheduled 2
to appear Tuesday were sent home- .
when the attorneys realized the- -
hearing would take all day. They-- ‘-
are expected to testify today when-*

the trial starts up again at 1 p.m.
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