City’s population

‘pegged at 24,400

' Watsonville grew by 625 people
last year, according to.city Plan-

ning Director Robert Ellenwood,

who told the Planning Commission
Monday that the population figure
stood at 24,401 as of Jan. 1, 1982.
Meanwhile, Ellenwood said, the
city’s housing stock has not grown

to keep pace, exacerbating Wat-

sonville’s housing shortage.

“On the average of an estimated
2.7 people per household, the city
would require an additional 231
dwelling units to accommodate
that many new residents,” Ellen-
wood said Monday. He said the
city issued 129 permits for housing

projects in 1981, and of those,

Ellenwood estimated, fewer tI

B

60 were actually started.

“We are far under the quota tn‘

meet the demand (for housing),”
he said. “Every year there are
more people and less housing.
There is a real shortfall.” :

There were no housing units on
the Planning Commission’s agenda
Monday.

The commission:

—Approved an application for a

tentative map by Marty Sglav for
" office condominiums to be con-

structed at 734 E. Lake Ave.

—OK’d a use permit application
for Steven A. Colen and John
Cenicola to sell wine and beer at
their business, the Italian Gourmet
Deli-Restaurant on East Lake
Avenue between Beck and Mwﬁ
nelli streets.

—Approved a master plan for a

four-unit office condominium
project at Green Valley Road and

Loma Prieta Avenue.

In another matter Monday, the
commission approved zoning ordi-
nance changes aimed at simplify-
ing and tightening planning
procedures for townhouse, con-
dominium and co-op housing
projects on undersize lots in resi-
dential areas.

Drafted by a committee com-
posed of Ellenwood, council mem-
bers Rex Clark, Betty Murphy and
Ann Soldo and Assistant City W

ager Vem Hamilton, the amend-
ments would prevent developers
from applying for use permits with
variances from zoning require-
ments.

Currently, developers seeking to
build multi-family dwellings on
narrow lots in downtown neighbor-
hoods such as Jefferson Street
may ask for exemptions from such
things as setback and parking
requirements imposed by zoning
ordinances. The city’s current
zoning rules allow such applica-
tions in cases of parcels whose
sizes do not conform to the city’s
zoning requirements because crea-
tion of the lots preceded them. =

Under the proposed new proce-

£
’
dures, developers would no lmger%

be able to request such variances
and would be required to make
their projects conform at the
Wtoaseriuofspeciﬁccﬂ-‘

£



