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By NANCY BARR

~ Watsonville Mayor Ann Soldo

is calling it quits. :
So is City Councilman Roy

%ou.
nd Betty Murphy wants to
follow in Soldo’s footsteps.

©Councilmer Rex Clark and
Joe Marsano said they, too,
would think about possibly run-
ning for mayor. L

These political announce-
ments all came during the
course of a lengthy City Coun-
cil meeting last night. They
‘make the May 12 election a real
free-for-all. :

The mayor’s job and three
council seats are up for grabs,
and it seems that at most, one
incumbent will be seeking re-
election. The terms of Soldo,
Ingersoll, Murphy and Council-
man Vido Deretich all expire
this year. Deretich is the only
incumbent still undecided; he

has until March 5 to make up

his mind. :
Ingersoll made the ' first
announcement last night, tell-

ing reporters during a break in
the meeting that he had decided
four years on the _council is
% Belxg1 on the council is
“a glow death,” Ingersoll said,

%

" and though he’d still like to be

it was time to take it easy.

He later jokingly told his
colleagues on the council,
“While brushing my teeth this
morning, 1 decided not to run
for City Council for the next
four years. » ‘
_“It’s surprising what you can
do when you’re brushing your
teeth. I started to gag ...”"”

Those comments were fol-
lowed soon after by Soldo’s
announcement that she also had
decided not to seek another
term. Her announcement came
as a surprise to most of the
council 'and city staff, espe-
cially since she had said before
that she’d seek re-election.

«Jt looks like everybody
brushes their teeth,” quim
City Attorney Don Haile
Soldo’s announcement. s

Soldo said she had been going
back and forth on whether to
seek a second term as mayor,
but during a recent short trip
out of town, she had time to
think it over.

" She said that after four years
as a council member and four
as mayor, it was time to relax
and enjoy her retirement. Soldo

was a teacher and school prin-
ipal for 37 years and was
d for only one year before

she was elected to the counci

Now she wants to be able to
take more trips with her hus-
band, Andrew, and not have to
attend meeting after meeting at
City Hall. She said she has no
plans to seek any other elective
office

Councilwoman Murphy was.
apparently the only council
member with advance warning
of Soldo’s decision. Murph
said she will run for mayor
because she wants to continue.

the programs and policies

begun under Soldo’s leadership.
“I think we agree on an awiu
lot of things,” Murphy said.
“I'm so disappointed she’s not
running again; I've really
e‘nﬁyed working with her.”

e said her husband, Bill, a
former Watsonville mayor him-
self and the current county
treasurer-tax collector, had

nothing to do with her decision

to run. He did, however, g0

down to City Hall first thing
this morning to pick up nomi-
nation papers for his wife. ‘

Concilman Rex Clark, taken
by surprise by Soldo’s
announcement, said he may

take another shot at the
mayor’s job, but would have to
“think about it.”

“It’s no secret that I've
wanted to be mayor,” he said.
Clark lost to Soldo in the
mayor’s race four years ago.

Councilman Joe Marsano also
said he will give some thought
to the possibility of running for
mayor.

Either Clark or Marsano
would have the advantage of
retaining his council seat in the
event of losing the election,
since both were elected to four-
year council terms two years
ago. Murphy, whose council
term expires this year, would
not have that luxury.

Former Councilman Frank
Osmer, contacted this morning,
said he would also give some
thought to getting back into
local politics, now that Soldo is
bowing out.

Council members Vido Dere-
tich and Gwen Carroll said they
wouldn’t even consider running
for mayor.

The mayor’s job is meant for
someone who is retired and can
spend all day going to meet-
ings, Deretich said, and it’s for
someone who doesn’t mind get-
ting dressed up every day.
‘““That’s not for me,”” he said.

Three candidates have
already surfaced — Robert
Chacanaca and Melvin Ott

have taken out nomination
papers for mayor and Juan
Morales has taken out papers
for the City Council.

Chacanaca and Morales both
spoke during the council’s
‘“‘oral communications’’ period
last night. Morales commended
Ingersoll and Soldo for their
work on the council.

Chacanaca questioned the |
way the police handled several |
arrests last week in connection
with violence at the Watson-
ville Canning and Frozen Food
p!apt, and why the police are
giving out parking tickets on
McKenzie Court, where he
lives. The council did not dis-
cusss Chacanaca’s concerns.

‘It is likely several more can-
didates will surface now that
some of the incumbents have
dropped out.

Candidates will have until
March 10 to file nomination
papers with the City Clerk’s
office.



