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SANTA CRUZ — Water demand will equal available
supplies in the Santa Cruz Water District by 1989 if no -
new sources of supply are developed before then, accord-
ing to a report prepared for the city’s water commission.
The district, which serves 66,000 customers in and
around Santa Cruz, could face water rationing after that
point;-.according to John McGuire, assistant district di-

rector.

Santa Cruz City Council
members will be asked next Related story on Page 4B
week to continue funding back-
ground studies for construction
of a new dam on Zayante
Creek, the major project envi-
sioned by the water district to t
increase supply. district does :mt expect to fn:d

However the dam robabl any new wa er sources or to
will not be providing gater urz see population growth t;slowe:d
til 1992 at the earliest, Mc- below the 1.4 percent rate.
Guire said. «“The law says it has to be

IfJ?opglation growth within  that,” he said. “We assume it
the district goes as projected,  will be that. 1t could be slower,
he said, “there iso’t any other put I doubt there will be any
alterriative to water rationing ]ess demand for development
to assure supply to nmew cus- around here.”

tomers.”

According to the district re- Studies by the U.S. Geologi-
port, the ield of water from cal Survey show there are no
the Loch Eomond Resexvoir on undwater supplies available
Newell Creek %nd other to the district, he said, elimi-

is 14,000 acre-fee per nating the only other potential
year. District customers fow source of new water besides
consume about 11,500 acre-feet another tam.
il The Zajante Dam would

‘Using the 1.4 percent growth  hold 24,000acre-feet of water,
rate permitted under county put yield onl, 3,000 acre-feet a
and city growth—control ordi- year. That iShecause the Cali-
nances, demand would egual fornia Departhent of Fish an d
Supply in 1989, MCGuire sald. Game req“ires \at enough wa-

And, this is later than pred- ter be released ttmaintain fish
rought projections, he added, populations downSteam.

peop reduced :

?hf:;uzily co:lxgu‘x:;:on of wa- The district wilinegotiate

ter below 1976 levels. with the departmentso reduce
that volume, McGuire iaid.

Overall district water use is ; ;
up since the drought, however. h{cGutnye stmd ftherfh“.e no
motion cost €8 imates for the dam
k:ilspr::dmc%ﬁmsh uire  project yet. Since it is mot a
said, there would have been 00 Jood-control project, federal
water for aew development af- fémds tot;r%u%l:, the U.S. Army
; Lo ngineers would not

ter 1962 without rationing. e P allable 0 help pay e
Ty Santa Cruz Water Dis-
3+ 18 exploring cost-sharing
_*angements witp Other coun-
‘s’itvgater distric# for the dam,
the wawl yield to be
g‘i‘g:d amoné the various dis-

One of them is the San Lor-
enzo Vsiley district, where a
moratstium on new water con-
nectiOns was lifted only last
menth. The San Lorenzo Valley
gistrict owns some of the land
:r:gcrh theh dam would flood

us has in

B camet water rights in
The San Lorenzo Vall i

The ey dis-

gid is also exploring the {)ossi-

tl ity of groundwater recharge

i:gmc::ea:ei;l t1ts stupplies, accord-
ric %

Steffani. g s

That involves i
pumping wa-
ter underground du?ing tl?e
(l;lal;nf):) season and pumping it
r consumption duri '
dry months. ’ i oo

The Soquel Water D
which relies on underésrg;g:i
sources, is also interested in
;t:lctelvglg water from the Z'ay-
saidé am project, McGuire

The Santa Cruz C
Board of Supervisors pas;c‘:inatlg
ordinance in 1977 requiring wa-
ter conservation fixtures on all
new construction. The county
alsq requires drought-resistant
native plants in some areéas
The city of Santa Cruz has no
such requirements.

z

McGuire said the supply—de-
mand projections used in the
study are reliable because the




