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Paradise ark
bridge one of few
left in the country
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/  PARADISE PARK — The
\ / Paradise Park Masonic Board

voted without dissent this
weekentd to supportturning
the county’s oldest working
bridge into a National His-
toric Landmark.

The 4-0 vote clears the
way for the National Park
Service to formally con-
sider Paradise Park’s Pow-
der Works Bridge for listing
among the nation’s formally
recognized landmarks. In
Santa Cruz County, only the
Santa Cruz Beach Board-
walk’s Looff Carousel and
Giant Dipper rollercoaster
are on the list.

“Everybody seemed very
pleased by the prospect of
it becomimng a national land-
mark,” said Barry Brown, a
Paradise Park historian who
supports the designation.

Saturday’s vote followed a

Bgadents agree to “

Friday meeting attended by
about 60 park residents. It
was attended by the Elaine
Jackson-Retondo, a National
Historie Landgark program

ISTORIC RESOURCES

manager for the National
Park Service.

Brown said residents
wanted assurances that the
federal government would
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Local historian and Paradise Park resident Barry Brown stands inside the California Powder
Works Bridge in Paradise Park last month.

not assume control of the
bridge, which it would not.

But the designation would

make the bridge eligible for
restoration funding, some-

ndmark status for bridge

L
thing the 400 res1dents of
Paradise Park would have
trouble coming up with.

Built in 1872 by the Pacif-
ic Bridge Co., the 180-foot
crossing is one of 23 remain-
ing examples of a wooden
Smith truss, including the
only one on the West Coast
and the only one still in reg-
ular operation — Paradise
Park residents on the east
bank of the San Lorenzo
River depend on it.

“Powder Works Bridge.

. retains an uncommonly
hlgh level of integrity in loca-
tion, setting, design, mate-
rial, workmanship, feeling
and association,” a National
Parks Service assessment
asserts.

The bridge originally was
built to service the Powder
Works, the Paradise Park
precursor established by -
19th century businessmen
looking for a West Coast sup-
ply of gunpowder during the
Civil War era,
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