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Local Foo
Available

Food stamps will be available
for welfare recipients in the
county, hopefully by July 1,
county supervisors decided to-
day.

At the urging of Ray Ansell,
social welfare director, the
board umanimously *igreed to
switch from a donated foods
program to the food stamps.
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fon is that it will, because many
elderly people who now can’t
go out and get the donated foods
will authorize this voluntary
withholding and get the food
stamps right with their checks.”

This administrative cost-cut-
ting will make the food stamp
program no more costly than
the current surplus foods pro-

The food stamps make it pos-'grams, Ansell said.
sible for welfare recipients to! He estimated the cost will
purchase staples from local gro-'be about $135,600, compared to

cery stores, while in the current
program farm surplus commo-
dities are issued to the recipi-
ents,

The switch is prompted by

public opinion survey of 5000
welfare recipients. Ansell said
60 per cent favored food stamps
and only 22 per cent preferred
donated foods.
. A new cost saving administra-
tive device also makes the pro-
gram more attractive. This will
be a direct; voluntary deduction
of the cost of the food stamps
from welfare checks,

The stamps can be used to
purchase foods worth many
times the cost to the welfare
recipients. -

Asked’ if he thinks this will
add more persons to the list
of those who now get surplus

$138,720 for the surplus food pro-
gram,

Other alternatives for delivery
of stamps considered and reject-
ed included having welfare re-
cipients buy the stamps at
banks or other agencies. This
would have sharply increased
administrative costs.

Supervisors approved the idea
of a food stamp program in
December, 1968, but wanted a
joint program  allowing both
food stamps and donated foods
because older citizens prefer the
food stamps while large families
prefer the donated foods. Ansell
said new bonus features within
the food stamp program now
make it more desirable for the
majority of persons.

The program was recom-
mended by the welfare advisory

foods, Ansell replied, “My opin-

commission.
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