uilding designer will Maertens stands in front oLdamaged adobe.

Fate of ‘historical’ adobe at

y SUSANNA HECKMAN
TAFF WRITER

Watsonville city officials have
greed to temporarily halt the
emolition of an earthquake-
amaged adobe house due to
he last-minute efforts of a lo-
al building designer, who says
. has historical value.

But the building designer,
Vill Maertens, has run up
gainst the owners’ plans for a
ecure retirement, and that
oes not sit too well with them.

“It’'s a bunch of malarkey,”
uth  Polfus, who with her
usband, Thomas, bought the
ny house at 514 Blackburn
treet in 1957 and have rented
. out since then.

Maertens has convinced City
ttorney Luis Hernandez to

i

send away the wrecking crews
until the house can be exam-
ined for historical value. The
crews have already removed
the house’s roof, but the beams
and walls that survived the
Oct. 17 earthquake are still
standing.

Maertens says that the
house is the oldest adobe
building left in Santa Cruz
County, and that its three-foot-
thick walls and hand-hewn
beams are restorable.

One of the beams has a
name and date carved into it:
Jesus Vallejo 1820.

Ruth Polfus said this morn-
ing that no one ever showed
any historical interest in the
house before, mainly because
it’s not an original and is not

hsted on the National Historic
Reglstry

It was built in the 2arly 1900s
out of the bricks and beams of
home that could have been
first built around 1820. The
original home was at a differ-
ent site, and its parts were
carted to the Blackburn Street
lot after the 1906 earthquake
by a Dr. Saxton Pope,
Maertens said.

Polfus said when she and her
husband bought the house, it
had only two rooms. They
added on the other two rooms
and converted a sun porch into
another room, so most of the
house isn’t even made from
adobe bricks.
earthquake destroyed most of
the adobe bricks that are

The Oct. 10

Kurt Ellison

issue
there, with each aftershock
further crumbling a chimney

that formed the middle of the
house.

From October to February,
she said, the house was vmt :
and uninhabitable, and was
subject to rain and other ele-
ments that further damaged it.

“When each individual brick
is falling apart, what are .
going to do?” Polfus said.
“There’s nothing there to er

- with.”

Polfus said she doesn’t think
the house is anyone else’s
business. The lot is very small,
she said. “But it’s enough to
build us a small home to 1mm '_'
— this was supposed to be
curity for us when We gotﬂf
the age we are now.”
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