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She said she called hotel owner
Barry Swenson’s San Jose office
Monday afternoon to arrange for

another inspection of the down-
town hotel, which is listed on the

structure if he finds it is a public
safety hazard.

Wilson’s emergency powers were
to expire Tuesday at midnight, but
the City Council Tuesday extended

National Register of Historic
Places. She was told it would be
demolished beginning Thursday,
Burns said.

Wilson said the demolition per-
mit was issued last Friday. The city
announced the decision in a three-
line statement that said “The Barry
Swenson Company did evaluate the
engineering feasibility of repair,
and concluded that demolition is
the only practical alternative.”

City Public Works Director Larry
Erwin said Monday that the city
had determined the structure was
an imminent danger to the public
and would have to he torn down.
The ruling exempted the demo-
lition from a recent state law re-
quiring review and made it eligible
for FEMA funds,

Under eémergency powers grant-
ed under a disaster declaration
Wilson can order the removal of E}(

them until Jan, 23 The council’s
move was made as part of the rou-
tine consent agenda but was added
at the last minute without prior
announcement.

The emergency powers declar-
ation keeps the city eligible for
federal and state emergency funds,
Wilson said.

Wilson said the building was de-
clared an imminent danger because
Swenson refused to repair it.

The city had previously denied
Swenson’s request to demolish the
hotel. Swenson contends the struc-
ture cannot feasibly be made earth-
quake safe.

The Santa Cruz Community
Housing Corp. and a San Jose non-
profit housing developer have of.
fered to buy the hotel or the land if
the building is demolished to main-
tain low-income housing down-
town, said Elisabeth Vogel the
housing corporation. 4
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