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and Capitola Village.
“Imagine having West Cliff
Drive that goes past 12 ele-
mentary schools and Simp-
kins Swim Center. Imagine
having thatlevel of pathway,”

‘said Micah Posner, head of

bicycle group People Power.
“It’s the ultimate in green
transportation projects.”
Should the county of San-
ta Cruz acquire the Union
Pacific property in the com-
ing months, as expected, the
Monterey Bay Trail would
likely run along parts of the

rail corridor. Construction
of a trail along the 32-mile
rail line has been discussed
by county transportation
planners, but funding has
remained elusive. The con-
gressional earmark could
help with the project.

The railroad purchase is
scheduled to be taken up by
the county Regional Trans-
portation Commaission in
January, pushed back from
proceedings originally slat-
ed for this month.

Meanwhile, the Regional
Transportation Commis:
sion, which will receive half
of the $800,000 congressional
earmark — the other half
going to Monterey Coun-

ty’s transportation agency
— is laying out plans for
the remainder of the Mon-
terey Bay Trail in Santa
Cruz County. A consultant
is expected to be in place by
January to help decide on a
final route.

Planners in Monterey
County recently completed
their route plan.

The new earmark money
brings the total raised for
Santa Cruz County’s portion
of the Monterey Bay Trail to
roughly $6.5 million, much
of it from Farr and most of
it not yet spent. Until the
county’s route plan is com-
pleted, an accurate cost pro-
jection will not be known,

Rep. Sam Farr
helped secure

Monterey Bay
Sanctuary Sce-
nic Trail, which
in spots would
converge with
the proposed
county rail trail.
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thbugh Farr’s office has

estimated the total for both
counties will approach $50
million.

“The feds are never going
to fund the whole thing,”
Farr said. “We need some
local support.”

President Barack Obama
has indicated he will sign the
omnibus bill passed by Con-
gress last week. The money
pays for the federal govern-
ment’s annual operations,
but also includes billions for
small projects nationwide.

Critics such as Sen. John
McCain have criticized the
bill for unnecessary ear-
marks that raise the cost to
taxpayers.
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