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WATSONVILLE — For U.S.

Postal Service and Watsonville city

, it was the culmination of

years of hard work. For others,

like 91-year-old Otto McIntyre, it

was simply a chance to “see what
goes on behind the counters.”

McIntyre, who has lived in
Wa ville 75 years, was one of
more than 300 people who showed

Friday at the grand-opening cel-
&ﬁon of the city’s new 22,000-
square-foot post office.

“T've never seen what goes on
behind the (post office) counters
before,” McIntyre said of his rea-
son for attending. “It's very inter-
mn o

The new facility, located on
downtown’s Main Street across
from Watsonville City Hall, is
nearly twice the size of the old post
office on Union Street, said
Watsonville Postmaster Rudy Be-
jarana. It services 17,542 house-
holds, and collects annual receipts
of $5 million.

ana addressed the crowd
outside the entrance to the post of-
fice. He was joined by Watsonville
Mayor Oscar Rios and Jim Aanen-

n, general manager/postmaster
of the San Jose division.

All three speakers said the new
‘post office will add to Watsonville’s
comeback from the 1989 earth-
g:l:ke. Rios called the post office

“cornerstone of the communi-
ty,” adding, “The city is really
coming along, particularly the
downtown area. This is a major ad-
dition to the 200 block (of Main
Street).”

Aanenson noted that the postal
service had planned to build the
new facility before the earthquake.
However, he conceded that the
time schedule was accelerated af.
ter the earthquake.

: aster Bejarana explained
that earliest records reveal the
Watsonville Post Office was estab.
lished Nov. 21, 1853. The net re-
ceipts of the office were $65 and the

pPostmaster’s salary was $164 a
year.,

Rural delivery service didn’t
stz;rt until June 11, 1900, Bejarana
said, with one carrier serving 1,500
households on a 26-file-long route.
City delivery was started Jan. 2,
1901. Today, the Watsonville facili-
ty has 58 full-time carriers, 10 part-
tlm.e carriers and 23 clerks. The
delivery area includes not only
Watsopville, but La Selva Beach,
Corralitos, Pajaro and parts of Pru-
nedale, Las Lomasg and the Summit
area on Hecker Pass.

As the dignitaries spoke, it was
bus;ness as usual at the post office.
A line of cars continually pulled
into the. parking lot, with custom-
ers coming and going.

A brightly 1t interior welcomes
customers at the new post office
office. The lobby is three times
larjger than the old facility, and is
painted gray with g teal blue ac-
cent.

Friday’s tours included a behing-
the-scenes look at operations. Visi-
tors were able to see how the mail
comes in and is sorted, by distriby-
tlont clerks and then mail carriers.

Distribution clerk Dave Vega,
who sorts between 1,200 and 1,500
pieces of mail an hour, said the
Increased space of new post office
18 its biggest attribute,

_ “There’s a lot more space, mak-
Ing it much easier to work,” he
said. “Qefore, especially at Christ-
mas time, you couldn’t move

. BIoesch,
Worked at the WatsonviHe facgi}:;

O 26 years, saiq he i
had as”mycr € wished they
there, uch room when he wag

the earthquake celebration down-
town. However, postal offices de-
layed the grand-opening ceremony
in order to get the operation up
and running full bore.

City officials attending the event
included councilmen Tony Cam-
pos, Parr Eves and Lowell Hurst,’
as well as long-time former coun-4
cilwoman Betty Murphy. g



