Snowy plovers can safely call four area beaches ‘home

No change planned for recreational uses
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DAVENPORT — A handful of Santa
Cruz: County beaches where snowy
plovers nest have been designated as
critical habltat for the threatened -

speceies.

The designation by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service means that those
areas are essential for the conserva-
tion of the small pale-colored plovers,
which were listed in 1993 under the
Endangered Species Act as a threat-

species

“If we don’t have this habitat, we
don’t have the plovers,” said Lacy
Mtzworﬂl, a park planner for Santa

Gf the 28 areas designated in Cali-
fornia, Oregon and Washington, about
10 percent of the sites are in Santa
Cruz County, said Pat Foulk

Bpommon for the U.S. Fish and
Service in Sacramento.

. “Aﬁ way of looking at it is that

hes are appealing to the

plwers because they have not been
thoroughly trashed,” she said.

. Designated habitat beaches in San-
ta Cruz County are Wilder, Laguna,
Scott and Waddell beaches, all on the
North Coast, and Sunset Beachtothe
‘south near the Santa Cruz- Monﬁerey
mm boundary.

The ceastal populatxon from south-

Washington to southern Baja Cal-
iforma, Mexico is about 2,000 birds.

About 150 plovers live on the Santa
Cruz County beaches, Holtzworth
said. That’s about 30 percent fewer
tban were there in 1998, she said.

“Biologists aren’t sure why, but
mamvofthe breeding birds mmw
Wm‘easthand ht:‘ley believe it is

at’s happening to them

wherever . they winter,” Holtzworth
saul “It isn’t encouraging.”

nesimmon from March to

September to coincide

gﬂa the beach’s
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Cruz County have set up enclosures
around identified nests to protect
them.

But that practice had to be aban-
doned in areas with foxes.

worth said.”

The new federal habitat designa-
tions do not set up a preserve or
refuge and do not affect activities on
private lands unless federal funding
or a federal permit is involved, Foulk
said. The impact of the designation is
that federal agencies must consult

‘Biologists aren’t sure why, but many of the breedmg birds winter in
other areas and they beheve itis somethmg that’s happening to them
wherever they winter.’

Pt : — Lacy Hol&m
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“Foxes figure out that inside each
fences They basi- With the wildlife service issu- vast majority of human recreational ordunes,whﬂemost le are on nate critical habitat for the snowy
%dn?ﬁmﬁu?%mmh& ing permits or providing funding for ~activities will not change. Snowy the lower sand is plover when it listed the species as
t birds, or they catch the chicks activities that might harmthe habitat. plovers prefer to nest in the soft, firm. threatened because there was insuffi-
sandy portions of the upper beaches 'Ihewnldlifeserwwdxdnotde&g— cient data at the time, Foulk said.

when they leave the nests,” Holtz-

Foulk said she expected that the

" Heavy use of the beaches has vancu
its toll on the plover and its nests, she -
said.

- The birds’ nest is little more than a
scratch in the sand where the small
speckled eggs are laid. Dogs, foxes,
off-road vehicles and people can easi-

ly smash the eggs, she said.

Even those that survive to hatch,
are vulnerable to a number of preda—

tors, including ravens.

. Last year, there were 14 plover
nes:; identified ﬂlgdtgh:d county mt&?;
chicks. Only 15 meaning
leamed to fly and could leave the

'IM equates to a 54 percent fledg-
ing rate, which is under the 60 per-
cent rate which experts say is needed

to maintain the current po

Holtzworth said.

But it’s much better than the fledg

December 7,

SANTA CRUZ SENTINEL

1999

E—34

\




