Erosion threatens popular road

By DONNA KIMURA
Sentinel staff writer

CAPITOLA — A Capitola cliff slowly dlsap-
pearing with each rain is threatemng a popu-
lar scenic road.

The face of the bluff next to Cliff Dnve hz
worn away to become adjacent to a fence and
bike lane at one locatlon, accordmg to c1tY
officials.

“The loss of the cliff embankment and sup ‘

porting basement soil has seriously affected
the structural stability of the eastbound traf-
fic lane,” said Public Works Director Fred
Braun in a report that goes before the City
Council today. “The city should immediately

" act .

. to maxnmze the remaining hfe of the
roadway

» Steps needed to solve the problem will be .

discussed at.the 7 p,m. C1ty Counc11 meetm
‘at City Hall. ; e O .

“I-woul nsd un ‘sai
Wednesday‘ UIhmaiely, it Wln be fatal to the
road 29 i —.-z,»i A ol Y s

The cliff was about three feet from the road "

before the winter storms hit, he said.

There are no homes along the road, a popu-
lar route for pedestrians and blcychsts as
well as motorists. |

One possible move would to be to prohibit
truck and bus traffic on Cliff Drive between

S R

Wharf Road and 47th Avenue, accordmg to
Braun

- .Another short-term solutlon would be t&
tlose the eastbound lane to all traffic: A traf-z
fic study would be required before doing so.
- “The load and vibration will weaken the
road further,” Braun said. “We want to acs
now before it gets to-that point.” - -

A long-term solution would be to stabilize
the cliff and or move the roadway toward the
Southern Pacific railroad tracks. Either move
would cost hundreds of thousands of dollars

- and require extensive plans, Braun said.

The city has not identified any funding
sources for a major project.



