San Francisco, known always to old-time Californians as “the city,” looked like this just before the debacle.
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Every building in this panoramic photo was either leveled or gutted.
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Earthquake!

Sixty years ago tomorrow California stood on end in a violent
dance of death and destruction. [ ”

On April 18, 1906, the most powerful earthquake in the mem-

ory of living man shook San Francisco into a crumpled and smoking
caricature of itself.
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The 650-mile long San Andreas fault unleashed its power in
wave after wave of terror that left hundreds dead and millions of dol-
lars in damage. : '
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Buildings fell. The very earth opened in its tortured writhing.

San Francisco lay in fractured ruins. Then the fire started and the city’s
water supply failed.




AR R e S i

Theld R SVIIe 19 fidit

— the flames leaped hundreds of

the march of flame. It did no good
feet at a time.

Other areas of the state were hard hit but ne
place suffered as San Francisco did.

Santa Cruz had fallen chimneys, cracked con-
crete, broken dishes, splintered wood walis.
But curiously enough, the worst disasters in
: county occured not in thickly populated
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ley Basin,

Two men were lost at a shin-
Creek above Boulder Creek when
covered James Dollar and James Franklin.
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Smouldering lace work of burned buildings on Market street above Third. Some clung to the few possessions they were able to save . . . a sewing machine, pair of crutches, trunks.
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