ly- troublesome -drainage
m in Live Oak involving
eltered sandy cove, a shop- .
‘ ,center and apartment

omphcated puzzle came

s Tuesday, but they post-
ned a decision to get more
‘mation on the issue, ‘which

nore than two years.

'nage has been a problem
ive Oak ever since rampant
dev lopment began paving over
‘natural sumps - and “channels
that used to carry storm runoff

drainage problem deve
at East Cliff Drive an
_Avenue after. a shoppmg
and numerous housing
ts - were developed near
ersectlon

ings got worse when Volun-
s of America Inc., a
al company based in the
idwest, proposed building an
rtment complex for senior
cmze\ns next to the shoppmg

. (?rffxcxals in the county Public
orks_ Department approved a
ge system for the project

e of the flooding problems
ast Cliff Drive. :
fortunately the plan —
‘a 36-inch drainage pipe
shead of Sunny Cove, or
s, Beach — was not only
lacceptable to the neighbors,
so illegal. The developer
stalled the pipe without
_securing the necessary
ssion from the Cahforma
1 Commission.

illegal’ construction set
i .chain of events that has

d-tagged the project.
hi rs angrtly protested

lution: still awalts‘ a par-v :

‘Santa Cruz County super- .

irked Live Oak: re51dents '

ocean.” A particularly a

"permanent solution

it was also intended ‘to solve

_The Coastal Com- -

the dramage plan. The county

. Planning Commission orderéd
. impact
report on the issue. More than a

an  environmental

year later, the environmental

report concluded that with $90,-

000 in modlﬁcat;ons the pipe

could remain without causing
“;s1gn1f1cant damage to thez

beach.

Nelghbors challenged the

adequacy of the report, which
they called a transparent

attempt to justify - what had

already taken: place. Nonethe-
less, county Zoning 'Adminis-

-trator’ Mark Deming accepted

-the conclusmns of the report

'On  Tuesday,
visors that not only ‘was  the

mended by the EIR unaccepta-
ble but the temporary solution

threatened the health and safety -

of the neighborhood.

Part of the temporary' solu-
-tion involved digging a large

detention basin on an undevel-

oped lot owned by developer

Hal Shores at 17th and East
Cliff.. The  neighbors -com-
plained that the 25,000-cubic-

‘foot hole was a stagnant pool
and mosquito breeding ground -

in the summer. When the un-

_ fenced hole filled with water in
the winter it posed the danger .
of drowning for the children-
_often seen playing there. . .
The speakers also attacked,
in the’

various deficiencies
EIR,. including inadequate

study of the  effects on the
drainage runoff on the quallty _

of the water in the cove. =
Tom Mader, of the Santa €r

_that his association holds
to five contests a year at

~immersion.’

‘fgomg to let you dlSC

nd approved a Coastal Zone that was more than just a

the Planmng- Commission, then . : |
took their complaints to the are tired of o :
‘Board or SuperVISors : _tions to large problems,
a number of

"angry neighbors told the super-

‘recom-

~study - the : questxon of water

He asked the planners to al
‘estimate the share‘ of the .

cove. ’ -
‘Water quality was of g

“He concluded “"We re

sion.”
Jan Beautz, the attorney for

‘the Live Oak Commumty ASSO-

aid. She said thek people

said and criticized ‘the
for allowmg .Volunteers of;
America, ‘a multlmllhon-dellar
national corporation, to build a
substandard drainage system,
then ‘‘walk away,”’ leaving’ the
people of Live Oak to live with
the consequences.
Aptos-Soquel Supervisors Dan

- Forbus said he was temptesl to

deny the appeal and let the

_issue be decided in the courts.

But at the suggestion of Santa
Cruz-area Supervisor Gary

. Patton, the board put off the

matter until county planners
could provide them with more
information. :

- Patton asked the planner

quality in the cove and to

provide him an estimate of the

cost of a drainage solution that

~would prevent any storm runoff

from coursing down the beach‘

Body Surfing -Association, - sai <0

300 . people regu:larly swim in .
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