four years work. Granizo com-
pleted it in 10 weeks. ‘He
‘worked from six to 22 hours at a
time, but said it was enlivening
rather than exhausting. Before
he started the first section, he
said his left leg was in great
pain. The pain disappeared as
soon as he began painting and
did not return until the mural
was finished.

“When I work — in this state
~of relaxation — I'm in another'
world,” he said. ‘“‘Say you®ask
me a question. I'll ignore you.
You may have to ask three or
four times before I hear.”
The artist paints quickly and
effortlessly. There is no_indica-
tion of intensity or emo
mﬁy associated w‘it!l other

‘artists. His lines are ‘clean and
precise and have what Granizo
thinks may be Myan or Aztec
influence from his early days
Guatemala and Nicaragua.
Faces have a mask-like, two-
dimensional quality similar to
Picasso (Granizo can’t see
this), birds and fish look like
those found in Etruscan tombs
from the sixth century B.C. and
colors are rich and saturated,
like many Mexican artworks.

But speculation on his works,
e\gag the Olympic mural that
: A television calls ‘“The
Murahist iGoilers Gramzo and Mama Kltty with a recent mural about farm WOfkefS Great Wall of LA,” is preten-

tious and a waste of time says
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61-year-old mural is really delphia. When the artist heard
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Continued from page 1
-uminhznemwamwnenhe
is finished, to shove it.”
©  “How can someone criticize
what comes out of me?”’ Gran-
| izo asked. “I can’t criticize
‘me, so how can they? One lady
saw a piece (a mural by Gran-
- izo) that had a lot of nudes. She
' s I'm in to crotches...I
" have to paint what I have to
paint. If they don’t like it,
Ms then' problem. I’ll paint
W3 Y
Granizo prefers to create
 murals on a grand scale. He
4 likes life-size forms, such as
the Olympic work, and prefers
mn;ﬂe designs over detailed. It
is his whimsical, busy and
almjést endlessly-intricate

studying and runmng
",_'M.l“g!t Wt ai it. I

1s, however, that keep.

like to throw in a bit of
humor,” said Granizo.

He pokes fun at the Olympics
in the second mural section —
a dog with a ball in his mouth
sits calmly on the grass while
volleyball and baseball players
furiously pursue their respec-
tive spheres. Below, on the
same section, the target shoot-
ing with bow and arrow and
with pistols are represented —
without weapons.

“I’ve been hit by a gun,”
said Granizo.
last sacrament four times.
That’s enough. I don’t believe
in weapons, it’s ignoble, it’s
inhuman.”

Aside from his wit and per-

sonal messages, Granizo
believes his murals are for

en]oyment rather than heavy,,

lymeme&
m fantasy, fun not.
Wiﬁcs M said. “Fun is

“I received the .

possible.

what I get out of it.”

When a piece doesn’t satisfy
him, Granizo smashes it. He
does this, he says, to get rid of
it and move on, rather than
suffer from disappointment a
rage. :
To look at Granizo’s oeuvre,

- one would think he is a lifelong

artist. He says he is a fluke —
he has worked seriously in
ceramic tile painting only for
the last decade, and prior to
that he held a variety of jobs.
He worked in radio broadcast-
ing, television and film produc-
tion and was once was an
assistant manager for Wells
Fargo Bank. His background in
business has served him well as
an artist, he said. He knows
enough to have two agents, one
in northern California and one
in the Los Angeles area — this .
way, he can ”m as mﬁch as
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