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The revisions are contained in a lengthy
study on voting irregularities investigated

to take the issue up to the state appellate
court. .

The grand jury, under the leadership of
foreman Julius Defosset, took a sweeping
look at other areas, besides voter ir-
regularities.

The report recommends far-reaching
changes in the county Planning Depart-
ment, San Lorenzo Valley Water District,
ScottsValley city government, farm labor
camps, the criminal justice system and
Branciforte Fire District, among other
things.

In terms of voting laws, the grand jury
has suggested seven areas of state reform.

They are: rewrite the laws on residency
to make them uniform; begin a “‘positive
purge”’ of voting rolls; tighten the gequire-
ments under which deputy registrars sign
up new voters; require absentee voters to
state a bona fide reason for requesting an
absentee ballot; require new voters to

cints. Later that figure proved to be high,
as only 472 voters were found to have
voted irregularly.

In a subsequent investigation, the grand
jury looked into two areas of “citizen
speculation’ and discovered no evidence
of “bus loads of students” being brought in
to vote in local elections, or vast numbers
of business people voting at their busi-
nesses instead of their homes. Only seven
instances of that were uncovered.

The 108-page grand jury report dis-
cusses a number of other areas of govern-
ment, including:

County Planning Department

““There appears to be inordinate delays
in getting a workable master plan ac-
tivated that will provide for faster, more
efficient service to the citizens of Santa
Cruz County” the grand jury said.

“Complaints directed at the Planning
Department continue to reach the grand
jury in greatly increasing numbers. Wit~
nesses interviewed relate almost un-
believable experiences in their long and
arduous attempts to work through the
system,” the report said.

“Perhaps it is the system that needs a
complete overhaul,” it said.

The grand jury recommends the super-
visors direct the Planning Commission to
review existing ordinances to ‘‘simplify
them and make them understandable and
enforceable.”

Also, the board should ‘“serutinize man-
agement efficiency . . . and take whatever
steps are necessary to make the depart-
ment more responsive to the public it

San Lorenzo Valley Water District

In response to a citizen complaint, the
Grand Jury investigated “possible mis-
management on the part of the San
Lorenzo Valley Water District Board.”

The SLVWD has been charged with find-
ing a solution to the pollution problem in
the Valley. After lengthy studies, the dis-
trict has moved toward two answers — a
small sewer system for Class 1 homes (the
ones with the most severe problems) and
on-site solutions for Class 2 homes (those
where septic tanks are acceptable).

It recommends, ‘‘Realistic attention
must be paid to existing conditions and the
needs of the population as a whole. Future
priorities should be health, cost and en-
vironment in that order.

In the future, ‘‘thorough investigations
of all outside companies or agencies
should be initiated prior to their being
considered as consultants.” This is a ref-
erence to J. M. Montgomery Co., the firm
which did the initial studies for SLVWD.
Generally it is well-regarded.
)
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large as the Zayante Dam.

“Tt would cost the taxpayers millions of
dollars, in addition to the money we would
have to have to develop water in the future
anyway,”’ Laird said.

He said he would only support going to
an alternate source of water if ‘‘the state
Department of Health tells us the quality
is inadequate and the SLVWD is unable to
deal with the problems in the Valley. This
once again, emphasizes the need for the
Valley to clean up its sewage problem.”

Scotts Valley

The grand jury suggests the city filing
system be updated and a workable nu-
merical system be implemented to keep
track of planning projects.

“The grand jury noted instances where
proposed projects have languished for
over two years without resolution,” the
report said. “At present, the office files
have a confusing numerical system . . .
and the city manager/city clerk is ap-
parently untrained in its operation.”

It also suggests security to city files be
tightened and ‘‘consistently enforced.”

Farm labor camps

The grand jury investigated Murphy’s
Camp, where a fire in 1982 left 22 homeless
and two dead. It also visited the San
Andreas labor camp.

Because of ongoing sanitation and
health problems — like broken windows,
rodent infestations and substandard water
— the grand jury recommends the county
hire an additional health inspector.

Also, it suggests the board adopt a resol-
ution to prohibit paying rent or occupying
a home deemed dangerous.

Criminal justice

Santa Cruz County has 15.2 percent
fewer law enforcement officers than the
average in the state, yet handles 33 per-
cent more arrests. The crime rate, which
is 12.3 percent above the average, Sug-
gests the county “‘has dedicated and hard-
working law enforcement agencies which
need citizen support.”

As to the county’s jails, the grand jury
recommends the Front Street facility be
shut down once the new addition to the
Water Street jail is completed.

Branciforte Fire District

The grand jury chastized the Board of
Directors’ reorganization plan, saying it
should be “carefully studied.”

That plan resulted in the ouster of a
long-time assistant fire chief, who later
filed a lawsuit. Subsequently, the fire
chief announced his intention to retire.

As in its previous report on the fire
district, the grand jury suggested job de-
scriptions be developed and evaluations be
initiated.




