'fclosed

: By BUD O’BRIEN i
~ The city of Santa Cruz w
| apparently won the batﬂq &

‘close the airport it owns in the
middle of another city — S
Waﬁey ks
S&penor Court Judge Harry F.
~ Brauer ruled this morning
~the city is exempt from
regulations of the Callf\o‘ ia
Environmental Quality
(CEQA) in this instance, and n
. did not have to prepare
- environmental impact reﬂm
~ (EIR) befor ore it could close m
- airport.

A group of pilots and oﬁiﬁ!-
- supporters of maintaining the
- airport had organized as m
Santa Cruz Airport Assn. an
- brought suit to prevent the clo-

~ the judge to enjoin the cityj
elmng the airport as of De

h’{mause it had npt Pm T

sions under the terms of a
adopted after the passagﬁﬂ‘
. 13 that allows municip

ties to skip environmew.

» MW processes if the pr

coming some of the pxl;obl%
. posed by passage of the tax-
‘cutting proposition. The judge
upheld the city’s claim that Sky
Park Airport, since it is not a
momy-makmg propomtmn M

‘ﬁ')’ml clm ” ﬁw city

-~"‘¢g:'t"m of last November

re. The group’s lawyers asm;_
t Mge ‘Brauer: said M‘

ity was exempt from CEQA’S
decision of the

ved is a method of ongwf

e A
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lppellate court were to r ﬂ h

- the Prop. 13 exem txon m
»-'*ply in this case. £ : *‘

Brauer said that the

?eé

’claring that . even if it were

ﬂitermined that the CEQA laws

apply, an EIR would not W
cessary was not valid. :

ﬁ‘he city, while cla»hm
-‘Tmmptxon for the CEQA regu.a '
?ims went ahead and issued a q
‘negative declaration” just in
case. A negative declaratkn 4
eifect, says that a full-f
is not necessary bm"
egnpa:)ctm of a\b particular
, would not be sufi ;
"gemand one. ; ﬁeiﬁnt“

.,lut Judge Brauer said M
ity to ignore ;
mible impact of the closmtg;

~ Park Airport on the only
C commercial airport in the
ﬂmty - Watsonville Axrpert -
Q&p improper. ,
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e ?:?pellate level that the
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ly in this case, the
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