Anti-Japanese
resolution
till on books

O AN (A (Cir~

County will consider
rescinoﬁng '43 decision
in ‘hearffelt ... apology”
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WATSONVILLE ~— Victor Kimura remembers
rocks thrown through windows at night, paper mes-
sages attached that summed up the sentiment of
many in post-World War II America: “Japs go
home.”

But, like his parents, Kimura, 57, of Watsonville,
was American-born. Still, had it not been for his
father’s determination, Kimura might have taken
his first breath behind the barbed wire of an intern-
ment camp in January 1945.

That is why Kimura says it would mean so much
to him and other area Japanese-Americans for the
county Board of Supervisors to rescind an anti-
Japanese resolution approved by the board in April
1943. That resolution protested the release of Japan-
ese-Americans from
internment camps and
their possible reloca- To have the
tion to the West Coast. government
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“We now understand very clearly that the actions
taken by various officials at that time were a trag-
ic mistake and a gross miscarriage of justice,” said
Supervisor Tony Campos, who is set to propose the
new resolution.

Campos recommends the board adopt the reso-
lution rescinding the 1943 document as a “small,
but heartfelt gesture of apology.”

The re-enactment, “Liberty Lost, Lessons in Loy-
alty,” is set for April 27, a month that marks the
60th anniversary of the April 1942 removal.

The county resolution came to light in July after
Watsonville’s Mas Hashimoto, league secretary,
read an Associated Press article on the city of Stock-
ton’s move to rescind a similar resolution.

That resolution questioned the loyalty of Japan-
ese-Americans after the bombing of Pearl Harbor,
and opposed their relocation on the West Coast after
their release from internment camps.

Hashimoto wondered if such a document
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