WATSONVILLE
HISTORY \QGO-_x00

From page 15 ,

perts on the docks, fishing and pre-
serving seafood. Filipinos immigrat-
ed into the United States after the
Philippines was acquired as a colo-
ny in 1902. The opportunity to find
work and build better lives was a
powerful attraction to immigrants
from many countries. Filipinos had
ﬁté same desires.

- . After Spain had ruled for nearly

four centuries the United States
dominated the Philippines. Immi-
grant Filipinos were called Ameri-
‘canf Nationals and denied citizen-
ship in America. In 1924, 12 Filipi-
nos headed by a man named Gabri-
el Javier came from Hawaii and set-
tled in the Pajaro Valley. The men
m«r to work for farmers in a
] ranch across the Pajaro Riv-
er.

Farm style living conditions for

the men were terrible. Their lodg-

ings were a collection of clap-
boards. They nailed cartons to the
ramshackle structures to prevent
cold drafts. Their beds were hardly
any better. After a long day in the
lettuce fields or at the packing
plants, they retired on beds made
from discarded old lumber boards
and boxes. For cooking they used
woodstones and cold baths could
be taken in large wooden tubs. They

were paid 10 cents an hour from

sunrise to sunset and then charged
to use toilet facilities — a far cry
from the Filipinos in Watsonville
today.

After the war in 1946, Filipinos
enjoyed the rights of citizenship
more fairly. Although the politics of
war had interfered with their intro-
duction to America, most still re-
vered the land as anideal place to
live. ;

From 1946 on, Filipinos have in-
creased prominence and pro-
gressed in education and careers
in the area. Once their rights were
granted, discrimination would not
be tolerated. As citizens Filipino
Americans own property, inter-
marry. At last they became a part
of the dream guaranteed by the
United States Constitution. The
proud citizens opened businesses
in the community, .

Popular Filipino trades were
dry cleaning, barbershops, restau-
rants, and grocery stores. The sec-
ond generation of Filipihos are

- doctors, lawyers, and teachers.

Each member of the Tabasa
family is an important Watsonville
citizen and a wonderful example
for new generations of Filipinos.
Francine is the adult daughter of
Rosita Tabasa. Francine Tabasa

‘works a as a teacher and enjoys

being a part of the area. “I've

worked in Watsonville for many

‘years. Watsonville is-a diverse com-

munity,” she says. Her parents have
moved back to the Philippines hav-
ing raised Francine and her two
brothers in Watsonville.

Nena Alminiana of Watsonville
understands that time can heal old
wounds, saying “Today the young-
er generation may be shocked to
hear of these things.” The Filipino
attendees of an annual Old-timers
Luncheon agreed collectively that
they could forgive the discrimina-
tion of the past. They recognize
that even though painful memo-
ries exist they are proud of hav-
ing overcome the obstacle of rac-
ism. “We want to emphasize this
is past history, and history cannot
be changed,” says Alminiana.

John Damasco is active in the
cultural community. He acknowl-
edges the Filipino contribution, and
says they have exhibited artistry,
and ingenuity in the creations of
floats during the July 4th parades
winning 1st and 2nd prizes.

The newest organization to be
formed is the Filipino Catholic As-
sociation. It was created in 1960 as
part of the Filipino Catholic Feder-
ation of America. In Watsonville, the
Filipino community is as strong as
it has ever been. This is of benefit
to everyone living here. Filipinos
have assimilated and been wel-
comed into the Watsonville as
neighbors and friends.




