by Dawn Atkins

n Octgber 24, Arlene
Tsuji came home from
work and went out for her
nightly one-hour walk in
'@ her quiet Vienna Woods
neighborhood. She knew the
area well as the room she rented
was only blocks from her
parents house. At 7 pm, the
| 25 year-old Aptos High
i School graduate took her

Walkman-type stereo,
walked into the cool auty
evening—and vanished.

Her disappearance
reported to the Sheriff's offi
12:06pm the next day w
she did not show up for woi
9:30am for her jobata Ca
travel and tour company

Santa Cruz County S|
department officials belieye
Tsuji was kidnapped and
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' 'The county Coroner’s Of-
¢e receives 40 to 70 missing

;Pers‘ons reports each month,

most of which are runaway
weniles. Little said that Santa
Jruz County probably has 70
roup homes for youth.
“There are different
ategories of missing person,
some of which are labeled ‘at
risk,”” Little said, “The ‘at risk’
egple are the ones who are

* suicidal, people who can’t take

care of themselves or like this,
/ here it is very out of the or-
inary.”

In addition to the ground
searches, the FBI flew a heli-
copter over the area that week
nd CHP has since flown
another helicopter recon-
aissance, this one equipped
rith heat-sensing infra-red
icapabilities.

“The FBI was brought in
airly early even though it is
jurisdiction and there is
mandate to have the FBI
nvolved,” Little explained,
They volunteered to assist
and that is why they used their
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helicopter and other resources
such as psychological profiling.
Theyare part ofthe community
and they wanted to assist.”

During the door to door
searches of the neighborhood,
the Sheriff's department did
come up with one possible
lead. A 20-year old neighbor
told them that three men in a
pickup tried to abduct her.

The victim of the attempted -
abduction, whose name was
not released, said she was
walking in the 3300 block of
Vienna Drive at 5:40 pm, Oc-
tober 15, when three menina
white or silver-blue pickup
truck stopped and tried to get
her into the truck.

The woman was able to
get away but did not report
the incident until questioned
about Tsuji’s disappearance:

The passenger who tried
to grab her was described as a
short, muscular Hispanic man,
23 to 24 years old. The front
of his hair was combed back
and parted on the left side,
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o /nCIgthm are very concerned.

. An extra police officer has
. been temporarily assigned to
' the area and there have been
‘several nughbmhood watch

meetn%‘s to increase awareness.
| | Tsujiis the second woman
. in thc: county believed kid-

. napped in 1 1/2 years. Cindy
. Fawcelt, a 32-year-old bar-

~ tender, disappeared on April
11, 1990. She was last seen
. buying a soda at a gas station
. on Scotts Valley Drive in
- Scotts Valley.

Fawcett, like Tsuji, was not
. known for leaving without
. notifying people and yet disap-
peared without a trace.

Sheriff’s investigators said

they have no reason at this
time to believe that the two
disappearances are related.
Yet one thing they both have
in common is that the longer
time that elapses the less likely
the cases will be solved.

“The percentage chance
of find them, especially alive,
goes down as time goes by,”
Little said.

Tsuji is described as
Asian, b feet tall, around 103
pounds, with straight brownish-
black shoulder length hair
and brown eyes. She was last
seen wearing a gray, long-
sleeve pullover sweatshirt and
black baggy short pants with

cuffs. Anyone with any infor-

mation about Tsuji’s where-
abouts is urged to call the
Sheriffs Dept. at 425-2121 or
425-2431.

Fawecett is described as 5
feet, 6 inches tall, 120 pounds,
with brown shoulder-length
hair and blue eyes. She was
last seen wearing black Levi
cotton Docker-type baggy
pants, a black corduroy tank

top and black, low-cut slip-on

black shoes and a blue hip
pack. There is a $10,000
reward for information lead-
ing to her discovery. Anyone
with  information about
Fawcett’'s whereabouts is
urged to call the Scotts Valley
Police Dept. at 438-2323. [
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This composite sketch of the possible kidnapp suspect was provided by Sané‘z g
Cruz law enforcement officals. The suspect is described as a Hispanic male 23 -
24 years old, short/well built, step-type haircut with two layers in the back,. =
parted on the left side. He was seen wearing a white t-shirt and faded acui
wash blue jeans. Two other suspects accompanied him, both of which were. |
described as 23-25 years old, with bushy blond hair/surfer-looking. The vehicle
in which they were riding is described as an 85-'90 import pick-up, white lo
silver blue, with halogen front headlights, and a sliding back window.
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and the back was a step-type
haircut with two layers.

He was reportedly wear-
ing a white T-shirt and faded
acid-wash jeans. The other two
passengers were white men
between 23 and 25 years old.
They both were described as
having bushy blond hair and
being “sufer types.”

The suspects vehicle, a
foreign-made pickup manufac-
tured between 1985 and 1990,
had halogen front headlights
and a sliding back window.

Although not certain the
two events are connected, Lit-

tle noted it is one of the few
leads they have to go on. In
addition, his department is
looking into people with past
criminal histories, other un-
solved crimes in the area and
reports of any suspicious
people in the neighborhood.
Information bills have been
put out, 58 different Sheriff’s
offices have been contacted,
and she is listed as a missing
person in California law en-
forcement telecommunications
and with the National Critne
Information Center.

Tsuji’s friends and | co-
workers have put together a
$15,000 reward and have
spread leaflets over sevﬂdi
counties.

The Sheriff’s Dcpartn@fmt
has even accepted the help of
several psychics who lia*ve ,
volunteered to look for the
missing woman. “We're
sohcxtmg any kind of helg we
can get,” Little said, noting
that even if it seems unusnal,
psychics have helped in oﬁhcr
cases in the past.

“All this in hopes g;lnt
something would turn up,”
explained a frustrated Llitle
“Nothing has at this pmne:.

“I liken it to if you are
swimming in a river thatghas
crocodiles in it and you get
eaten by a crocodile. That is
one thing. But this is more like
you are walking alone on the
shore and the crocodile C(imcs
up and grabs you,” said Little
whose concern is personal as
well as professnon.\l ,

“This is a situation g,hat
could affect everybody,” he said,
“My wife and daughter gake
walks in our nughh@rl‘;{md
and my neighborhood is ymly
a few miles down the road.”
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