|
i
|
‘»

Sunday, September 29, 2002 SANTA CRUZ SENTINEL A-1§

County to consider
resolution against

UoS. attack on Il‘a

.By.IEANENE HARLICK

SENTINEL STAFF WRITER

SANTA CRUZ — County supervisors
will take a rare stance on foreign poli-
cy Tuesday, voting on a resolution
opposing war with Iraq.

Rep. Sam Farr, D-Carmel, is one of
several authors of House Resolution
473, which advocates working through
the United Nations to ensure Iraq is not
developing weapons of mass destruc-
tion. President Bush is pushing for a
unilateral, pre-emptive strike against
Iraq instead. Nearly 30 representatives
have signed Resolution 473.

Supervisors Mardi Wormhoudt and
Ellen Pirie sponsored the county’s res-
olution.

“Across the country we are finding
a growing alarm at what looks like an
impending, precipitous war,” said
Wormhoudt.

“I think it’s important for those peo-
ple voting in Washington to know how
their constituents feel. Movements
grow piece by piece and little by little
across a whole country,” she said.

The Santa Cruz City Council passed
a measure earlier this week criticizing
war with Iraq. San Francisco is con-
sidering a similar resolution, and oth-
er communities are expressing inter-
est in following suit, Wormhoudt said.

Santa Cruz City Councilman Tlm
Fitzmaurice pralsed supervisors’
action.

“It’s extremely rare for them to con-
sider a resolution like this and I'm glad
they are,” he said. “What’s most impor-
tant is that the loudest voice in this con-

versation be the people.”

Farr acknowledged the local actions
are symbolic gestures that won’t influ-
ence Washington. But the votes couid
encourage a grass-roots movement
opposing war with Iraq, he said. He
hopes other cities and counties will
pass similar resolutions.

“What really makes the difference
isn’t the actions of a few local govern-
ments, it’s the actions of many local
governments,” he said.

“If the city and county could weik
with their national leagues to get their
local, elected colleagues to do the same
thing ... and do it quickly, Congress
might pay attention. Because fortt
nately, we still are a country where the
government derives its power from the
consent of the governed.”

Farr said House Resolution 473 will
never come to a vote in the Repubhcan
controlled Congress. What will be vot-
ed on next week is the Bush adminis-
traalon s plan for dealing with Irag, he
sai

The administration is toning down
its language to draft a resolution the
Democrat-controlled Senate will
approve, Farr said. That resolution is
most likely what the House will vote
on next week, he said.

“It will be less than what the presi-
dent wanted but will still be very close
to it,” Farr said. “Unfortunately, the
resolutlon that everyone’s supporting
will never get a hearmg under Repuba
lican leadership.”

Contact Jeanene Harlick at
Jjharlick@santa-cruz.com.




