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From page 1.

Five members from each depart-
ment will visit the Clackamas Coun-
ty and Tualitin fire districts outside
Portland on July 10 and 11. The two
districts are similar in size to Cen-
tral and Aptos/La Selva, which is
why Smith said he suggested the ex-
cursion to board members;

“I was invited to serve on a re-
view board there and thought there
Was an opportunity to learn a lot on
how a mid-size organization worked
that has consolidated,” Smith ex-
plained. “They have much the same
demographics, staff size and I'm
sure, ups and downs.”

The trip is expected to cost around
$200 per person — Smith said each
department will pay for their employ-
ees to attend. Aside from Smith, three
Central and two Aptos/La Selva Over-
sight Committee members will go
along with labor and management
representatives.

The executive director of the
Local Agency Formation Commit-
tee, Pat McCormick, explained to
committee members last week that
the entire merger process will take
between 6 to 12 months to com-
plete. And although a public hear-
ing would be held and SWOT analy-
sis results will be made public, the
committee has agreed to keep meet-
ing closed to the public.

Despite concerns from the pub-
lic and officials, committee mem-
bers said that any merger plan
wouldn’t include reduced pay or fire
station closures in the districts.

“So far I thinkit’s going very well
— we're moving right along,” Ebey
said. “'m encouraged.”




