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SANTA CRUZ — The first -
time visitor to this‘resort by
the sea would have a hard
time believing that this used
to be the towgy where old
folks came to retire.

Or where young folks came
to play in the surf and Yide
on things at the boardwalk.

Santa Criiz used to be
that kind of town.

To some extent it still.is,
but the downtown visitor °
would have to look hard to
find the evidence.

Old-timers remember
when the Hip Pocket book
store first cracked the hard
shell of conservatism that
had prevailed. “Regular” cit-
izens were shocked and dis-
mayed at some of the types of
magazines and books found
in the store, and at some of
the paintings, sculpture and
photography that graced the
Hip Pocket art gallery at the
back of the store.

Some more knowledgeable.
people even went so far as to
claim that the faint aroma of
tharijuana eould be detected
in unventilated corners.

And when Hip Pocket man-
ager Peter Demma acquired
a bigger - than - life - size
nude, copper statue of a man
and a woman and had it in-
stalled over the door of 'the
store, a flap of major size en-

sued.

A little old lady, whose
room in the St. Georege Ho-
tel was right over the Hip
Pocket’s door, was outraged

at the constant view out her  npw LOOK — Pacific Avenue in Santa Cruz has be-
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any comment at all today.
The book store has given
way to a record shop.
Pacific Avenue is now ‘‘the
mall.”

bit of plain obscenity appar-
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amid an interesting new mixtire of people types,
language types and general attitudes.
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““vibes” roll over the mall.
McCaslin is somewhat typi-

cal of the new look of down-

town Santa Cruz. He was a

high school teacher who ‘‘got
so uptight’” he couldn’t teach
any longer. He droppped out
of hs job and hid out in the
Santa Cruz Mountains for
about a year, playing his xy-
Tophone for recreation.

Now, McCaslin has a musi-
cal combo called “Warmth”
(“Summertime All Winter”
is its theme) and he plays ev-
ery day at the sidewalk cafe
at the Cooper House — a ‘‘to-
day” shopping center built
out of the old cagntry court-
house. !

muggings and others) that
kids are “‘into’’ these days.
Now, he’s a regular with
“Warmth”> .and says the
group is getting ready to
“cut a record.”
And to the first - time visi-
tor to Santa Cruz, Lawrence
doesn’t seem at all unusual.

That visitor wouldn’t real-
ize that there was a time
when downtown Santa Cruz
was peopled with little old la-
dies and little old men in ten-
nis shoes and walking chairs.
The little old people are still
there today, but they’re just
one of the layers of people
types, intermingled with

younger modish lawyers,
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WARMTH — Don McCaslin, schoolteacher converted
into professional band leader and xylophonist, plays
daily at Cooper House sidewalk cafe in Santa Cruz.
MeCaslin is typical of change which has swept over
heachside city.
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who have money seem fto

spend it.
In fact, merchants just

past the end of the mall to-
ward the beach are com-
plaining that nobody comes

down that way since the oth-
er end of the mall has be-
come so active.

Old-timers are fond of tell-
ing first - time visitors that
Santa: Cruz “has really
changed in the past few
years.”

But other old-timers real-
ize that everything Santa
Cruz used to be is still here
— just one of the layers in a
conglomerate pile of all of
the new things.

THEN AND NOW — When construction on Pacific Ave-
nue mall in downtown Santa Cruz began five years
ago (above) city was pretty staid and conservative.
Now, mall has been completed (below), and not only
have trees grown, and the street changed, but so have
attitude and appearance of community.




