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1% \Here Today; Gone Tomorrow?

i Santa Cruz Potatoes A
Filfs,lgan‘cecl Ornate Home
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conjunction with efforts by | cabin off a wrecked schooner In 1854 Weeks married
SCOPE and the Santa Cruz | on Santa Cruz beach, The | Margaret Morgan, a niece of e,
Historical Socigty to spark in- | men “camped” in this crude | Judge Blackburn. It is doubt- -
le.| terest in local history and the | shelter while they planted po- | ful if Weeks took his bride to ;
to| preservation of the area’s his- | tatoes down on the flat. the old ship’s cabin. They
L1ds| torical buildings. The potatoes were sold for a| had a house somewhere. But
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Cruz beach to one of the town’s
most ornate homes on a hill.

Thomas J. Weeks made the
leap in about 40 years. That is
a long time. And Thomas work-
ed hard for his wealth and his
fancy home.

This stalwart State of Maine
man was born in Wayne, Ken-
nebec County, in 1829. He
learned the stonecutter’s trade
and worked at it in Boston be-
fore coming to California in
1849,

Weeks came from the East

years they had $10,000 apiece
in profits.

At first Weeks rented the po-
tato land from Judge William
Blackburn for $15 per acre per
year. Later, with a canny eye
to profits of his own, the judge
raised the annual rent to $100
per acre. Weeks wisely invested
his profits in land, until he own-
ed 86 acres.

Complete with cupola, scrolls,
dados, flutings, swirls, curls and
every imaginable intricacy of
the carpenter’s art, the house
was moved after 1913 to its
present location. It formerly
stood out on the brow of the
hill, overlookitig the town, about
where the Santa Cruz High
School science building now
stands. The present walkway

I Iv~_’___ = = 11
goEEE[E BB B &8 Bafgy i / f u
2 Y i = | i
LR e (A A 0 ] i 1:“\'
0 E]'E]

I CE Sy

Two Arrested

leading from Lincoln street and
bordered by stone . retaining
walls, was the Weeks’ drive.
Weeks also demolished an older
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ley| with the “ease” of picking up |Handy, 23, of San Francisco,| business. Y i e
Lot| a fortune in gold. He also, |and a 17-year-old Ben Lomond| Potatoes, which gave him his N /
is| many years later, expressed |boy while they were walking in|start, couldn’t be GIVEN away : -
es| his opinion of the high cost |the vicinity of Mission street|after the first three or four
t”| of a bare existence in the land Van Ness avenue. Officers years Weeks raised them. The. Juernend
m-| gold fields. He left for Santa |said they thought the boy might|potato market was glutted when . ;
ot| Crugz, arriving here Jate in |have been a run-away. every farmer in the county  Artist Will Shepherd had quite a time cap- Weeks’ home, in his pen and ink sketch, The ¢

1849 or early in 1850, A check showed Handy was|started raising spuds. turing every curlicue and whirligig on the old house is located at 724 California street.
a- | Instead of gold from thelwanted in Sacramento on a :
- |Golden State, Weeks was destin-|felony forgery charge. The two
rt led to grow rich from potatoes were brought to the police de-
is |grown in the rich California|partment for bhooking and offi-
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sion Hill, an assortment of They also found 18 tablets
tly|adobes and frame houses clust-|thought to be the drug LSD.

-lered around what remained of|Handy was placed in jail and!

Santa Cruz Mission. The big,
two-story adobe, later known as

the youth was taken to juvenile

hall pending further investica.




