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Eric Feuss, right, stops to watch for birds along a trail in Henry Coe State Park during the 58th annual Christmas Bird Count on Saturday.

Christmas Bird
Count draws a
flock of volunteers

By Calvin Men
calvinmen@santacruzsentinel.com
f @calvinmenatwork on Twitter

/ FELTON » At 3 a.m. Saturday,
when most Santa Cruz County
residents were still in bed, Eric
Feuss braved the drizzle at
Bonny Doon Preserve to count
birds. :

Feuss was one of about 80 vol-
unteers who came out for the °
58th annual Christmas Bird
Count in Santa Cruz County.

Volunteers walked through
fields, hiked along trials or
perched on beaches to count
birds in the region for the Na-
tional Audubon Society, which
started the annual count on a

national level 115 years ago. Eric Feuss leads volunteers Julia Jackson and Dave Turner of Walnut Creek through Henry Cowell State

Feuss, who organized the pg during the 58th Annual Christmas Bird Count in Santa Cruz County on Saturday.
count in the county, said the

count roughly shows what popu- tions, each with a set group of used for annual reports, includ- The volunteers that attend
lations are up and down. There- volunteers designated to count ing a climate change report re- vary from seasoned people
gion Feuss coordinates the bird birds. The numbers are fed to leased this year that used num- who participated for years to
count in is comprised of 14 sec- the Audubon Society and are bers from years past. BIRD » PAGE 5
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people such as Julia Jack-
son, 70, and her husband
Dave Turner, 68. The cou-
ple started bird watching
— birding to enthusiasts of
the hobby — in August and
considered themselves nov-
icés but wanted to partici-
pate nonetheless.

“The most difficult part
is identifying the bird,”
said Jackson. “Sometimes
you can identify the bird by
the sound, by the flight pat-
tern or visually if you have a
sighting of the bird.”

The challenges lie in the .

fact that hundreds of birds
frequent the region and nei-
ther Jackson nor Turner are
proficient at quickly spot-
ting and identifying. Jack-
son, after four hours of
counting, said the most ef-
ficient way was simply to
listen for bird calls.

“I'm a novice and I'm bet-
ter at note taking,” Jackson
sheepishly said.

But Feuss accompanied
the duo for the better part
of the day and quickly as-
sured Jackson that doing it
alone was no easy task. He
said he’ll often to go write
on the ledger after count-
ing a bird and then hear
another one coming.

“There is no good way to
count the birds because you
never know what’s coming
at you and when,” he said.

He’s ready nonethe-
less. Armed with a spot-
ting scope mounted on a
tripod, binoculars around
his neck and a bird guide
stuffed into a pouch on his
belt, Feuss knows how to
find a bird.

Walking in Henry Cow-
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Eric Feuss, left, Julie Jackson, right, and Dave Turner,
background; discuss the day’s events in Henry Cowell
State Parkiduring the 58th Annual Christmas Bird

Count on Saturday.

ell Redwoods State Park on
Saturday, the trio paused
often to listen for the cries
of passing birds. Near the
San Lorenzo River, Feuss
sets down his gear and
looks around slowly, listen-
ing for any sign of life.

A small figure darted be-
tween tree branches before
flying off. A ruby-crowned
Kinglet, Fuess said, adding
that he could hear it.

Fuess’ skill impressed
Turner and Jackson.

“He is amazing. He can
hear a bird before he sees
them,” Turner said. “That’s
someone with a lot of ex-
pertise.”

Feuss’ passion started
when his mom brought him
to Audubon Society meet-
ings as a kid.

“My mom dragged me
to all these meetings and I
was so reluctant to go,” said
Fuess, smiling at the mem-
ory. “But eventually, I was
the one leading the groups.”

He shared the knowledge
with the couple throughout
their trek, explaining each
bird they spot in detail and
how he knows.

“If you say I see a little
brown bird, he’ll say, it’s ac-
tually such and such bird,”
Turner said. “You can learn
so much.”




