Fred Swanton’s plans for a new Mbnicipal Wharf resblted in this brﬁsf”%-ﬁc’opcep'ﬁon.
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have been other wh
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qunmber the old fashioned “‘marine”
that lasted for years and years?
And that distinctive yellow paint on all the -
’m Pacific depots? One application

Mpamt was good for 20 years or
oo

o linoleum and paint have to do
ta Cruz’s Municipal Wharf? Plen- -
was because of them and other
 oil by-products that today’s Mu-
Wharf was built in 1913-14.
city of Santa Cruz has had other
The very first was built by Elihu
‘wood




omy odate small horsecars hauhng his

ed”’ when the present Mumcxpalw;

‘built.
ff the foot of Main Street, Beach

s products and received saltpeter
. In 1877 a conneqtmg link was
veen it and the Rallroad thrf, i

out in 1882.

acquxred it and enlarged it to

er Mill Wharf was constmcted..\,

California Powder Works ship-

er handle large W
The citizens of the town voted ta
$172,000 in bonds
finest wharf.”’ An act of Congress em-
powered them to build and maintain it as a
public utility. Plans were drawn and work
began with H.J. Brunnier as the engineer.
- Douglas Fir pilings — 2,043 of them —

: brought from Weed, Calif., each one over

ame known as the Railroad
1875 when narrow gauge Santa
‘Felton tracks ran out on 11: Itv

70 feet long, were driven in toa depth of 21
' feet after first being seasoned and
,creosoted The wharf, a half-mile long,
‘was dedicated on December 14, 1914, with
" Montell in charge of ceremonies. Ferns
and »ﬂags decorated it, the Santa Cruz
Woman’s Club served refreshments, and

. the Steamship Roanoke docked with much

excitement and blowing of whistles.

The project was completed, and the city

fathers pondered the questlon of more
v it

products: The ‘Somhem Pacific depots and
buildings were painted once every. 20
years, as previously mentionea The Giant
Dipper at the Santa Cruz beach required

m
0 build “California’s

pamtmg only once every 10 years with the
hase paun; aceordmg to War-.

being felt and 17,000 tons of sardines were
netted in Monterey Bay and canned for
food by F.E. Booth and K. Hovden of
Monterey. The Fish and Game Cém
mission became alarmed.

- “‘So did local fishermen who began to
realize what was happening when they

saw .Lapanese fishing boats anchored out

beyond the 12 mile limit, proeessmg

sardine oil every day of the year,” Lit-
* came tangled i in the ship’s propellw nd
it lay helpless in the water. Agustino dived
“overboard with a knife and cut the
 propellers free. Italy later presented

tlefield recalls.

- Another problem bégan to surface. The
sardine was a food fish for the larger

commercial fish — the sea bass, halibut
and others. When the schools of sardines
were depleted, the other fish Ileft
Monterey Bay. i
In 1942, the

today.

Littlefield mentmns Malio
Stagnaro, Cottardo Ghio and Agustino
‘Olivieri as those who are still around. -

- ““Agustino is approaching 90. By ﬂl

~ way, he’s a national hero of Italy —?‘fﬂ

‘you know that?”"
It seems that in 1912 when ltab,&

~ Turkey were fighting, Agustino was onan
Italian warship headed on a

‘mission. into the Dardanelles. A :

with a gold medal for his act of bravery.

Today, although the sardine is gone and

commercial fishing is dead, the Santa
M ‘Wharf draws more ¢

1
Southern Pacific trains

B ﬂdh*




