&l Stacey Osborn (center) was named Mlss Santa Cruz County

. 2004 Sunday durmg an afternoon ceremony at the: Mello
Center in Watsonville. Also pictured are Jennifer Crawford
_ (from' left), Ruth Gonzalez,
o Bjorgan. )

Laura Bookman and Lauren

- The Mello Center in Watsonvxlle

[f,-was transformed into 42 Street
- and Broadway Sunday during a
* New York: -style competition for the *
* 2004 Miss Santa Cruz County title. -
* Five young\ women competed:in -
© the variety-show-like event, com-*'

plete with: musjcal numbers, -
: vaudeville dance routines and
<. Tony award- wOrthy performances
* The only thing missing from the
- Manhattan-like set were a few gyp-
" sy plckpockets and a squeegee
R Dave Brooks/Register- Plieronlan:

School and graduated when she

was 16, At age 19, she received her
bachelor’s degree from California ~

e le it ¢ on Broadway, o
e you ve really made it. *

Whlz k]d Stacey Osbom of So— :
quel took home this year’s crown.
. Osborn attended Harbor High

,”AII t ne’gms d|d
fantastlc andl
-was completely
shocked that I had

| won."

= Stacy Osborn MISS
Santa Cruz County 2004'

State Uniyersity 'Sta.nislaus and is
-currently enrolled in the master’s
~program at San Jose State Univer-.

sity. She studies administrative jus- -

nce/cmmnology and hopes to one
day work for the FBI or the CIA.
She is also studying Arabic.

‘I feel absolutely wonderful,”
Osborn saJd “All the gn‘ls de fan-

tastlc, and I was complete
shocked that Lhad won
Osborn was crown by Miss
Santa Cruz County 2003 J anie Ol-
iver after a flurry of musical num-
bers including “Thoroughly Mod-
ern Millie,” which was sung by Ol-
iver with dance accompaniment
by the five contestants. Each con-
testant also chose vocal perfor-
mance as their talent exhibition.
Osborn sang “Ain’t Mlsbehavm"'
as her piece. ‘'
Osborn said the hardest pa.tt of

‘the. competltlon ‘was the dance

routines. “This pageant mcludes
two months of dancing, and I am
an awful dancer and (choreogra
pher Andrew Roubal) had a field
day with me,” she said.“I haven't
danced since I was 6, so [ couldn’t

: even kick above my walst 75
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Lenora Barnett, Osborn’s mater-
nal grandmother, said she was
overcome with joy. “I'm just
thrilled to death. Everybody is
here. Her whole family, all her rel-

atives came,” she said.
' Friend Christine Laus, a run-
ner-up in last year’s event, said she
cried with tears of joy after Os-
born won¥d ve known her since
sixth grad@%Laus said about the
pair’'s Ne’ﬁ Brighton Middle
Phibol days.‘We would go after
ahigol andiwalk to the doughnut
9p everyday and have dough-
uts and puff ton her parents’ tab.
We were all‘about the chocolate
bars.” ﬁ%&
Miss Sa Cruz County 1996
Valerie LaFrance was also on hand
for Sunday’s ceremony. “It's amaz-
ing to be here because I still feel
so excited for them as if I was ac-
tually running,” she said. “My ad-
vice to Miss Santa Cruz County is
to enjoy each moment, take it all
in and have fun with it.”

Osborn will now go on to com-
pete in the Miss California compe-
tition. If she wins, she’ll go to At-
lantic City where she'll compete in
the Miss America Pageant.

LaFrance said the competition
at the state level is fierce. “Miss
California is amazing. When you
get to the state, there’s so many
different levels,” she said, “The
most surprising thing is that there
are alot of young women out there
who will do whatever it takes to
win,

Santa Cruz County has been in-
volved in the Miss America pro-
gram since the 1920s, but the rela-
tionship hasn’t always been
smooth. The Miss California Com-
petition originated in Santa Cruzin
1924 as a publicity stunt by Santa
Cruz Boardwalk founder Fred
Swanton. The event was character-
ized for its circus-like status, and
a delegation of Ku Klux Klan mem-
bers even showed up to try and
spoil the fun. Alameda’s Faye Lam-
phier took home the crown that]S
year, but was lambasted by pubind
lishing tyrant William Randolf}
Hearst who called her a phony and §
asked her how she could be abath-§
ing beauty without knowing how
to swim.

The city of Watsonville refused
to participate and called the event
a waste of money. Protestors

dubbed the Miss California event
everything from immoral to sexist,
but the event continued to push
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'a waste of money. Protestors
dubbed the Miss California event
everything from immoral to sexist,
but the event continued to push
forward.

Opposition to the event reached
its peak during the mid-1980s af-
ter activist Ann Simonton wore a
dress made of meat to the compe-
tition to protest Miss California’s
portrayal of females. The last straw
came in 1985 when women’s rights
activists collected vials of blood
from rape victims and poured their
contents on the entrance to the
Santa Cruz Civic Auditorium
where the event was held.

The competition was moved to
San Diego, but Santa Cruz would
still get one more jab at the pag-
eant. In 1988, Michelle Anders
was crowned Miss Santa Cr
County but lost the title at the Miss
California competition after she
pulled a banner out of her top that
denounced pageants.

The protest brought about
change in the competition, and
pageant promoters began to mar-
ket the event as a scholarship pro-
gram that provided money for
girls to go to college. Since 1996,
the Miss Santa Cruz County com-
petition has given out $68,850 to
participants. Osborn will take
home at least $4,000 for her
crown, and all the girls who par-
ticipate walk away with at least
$500 for school.

Janice Allegri, deputy field di-
rector for Miss California Pageant,
said there’s still a lot of misconcep-
tions out there.

“Alot of people think it's a beau-
ty pageant,” Allegri said. “Yes,
there is internal beauty as well as
outward beauty, but the interview
portion of the competition is 40
percent and the talent portion is 30
percent. Only 10 percent of the
points are for appearance and an-
other 10 percent is for physical fit-
ness.”

She said the program boosts the
girls’ self esteem and helps them
develop into well-rounded women.
“They not only have an opportuni-
ty to win scholarships for their ed-
ucational goals, it also helps them
build character and confidence,”
she said

Competitor Ruth Gonzalez said
she was happy that she participat-
ed in the event. “I had a blast,” she
said. “This experience has been
absolutely wonderful.”
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