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ﬂptsonville voters will get a

' MCe in June to decide if they
w to be taxed $3 a month to

§ pay for more police offi-

‘Mle City Council Tuesday
night put a tax proposal on the
June ballot that, if approved by
two-thirds of the voters, would
generate about $300,000 —

_enough to hire at least seven
new police officers.

Several council members
weren n't too sure about the pro-

- ml’s chances, but Council-
-~ man Joe Marsano came up with

~ the idea as one way to get more

,me officers out on the

Watsonvnlle voters asked .
to pass tax to support pollce

report for October, reported
crimes were up 61 percent over
October of last year.)

Marsano reminded the coun-
cil that many citizens, includ-
ing two prominent community
groups, came before the coun-
cil while it was preparing its
budget in July to ask that the
city hire more police officers.
The council only approved two
new officers despite support
from community leaders for
Police Chief Ray Belgard’s
request for nine more officers.

If Marsano’s tax proposal is
approved by the voters in the

- June 3 election, it would mean

each of the city’s dwelling

units would be charged $3 a

month along with the normal
r billings. Commercial
ts would be charged $10 a
h and industrial compa-
1 $15 a month.

Kose charges would be sub-
t to annual adjustments
to the Consumer Price

Well,
uted evenly,” Councilman Roy
: fnmsoll said.

at least it’s distrib-

Anyone with a 'city water
nection will begin paying
‘tax for the new police offi-
§ July 1, if the proposal is

. o
t several council members

dgﬁ‘t expect Watsonville resi-
dents to buy into the proposal. .

“I don’t think it’s going to
pass, but I'm not against
putting it on the ballot,” Coun-

cilman Vido Deretich said.
“I think we should at least
ive people a chance to vote,”
uncilman Marsano said.

. Mayor Ann Soldo and Coun-

cilwoman Betty Murphy voted
against putting the proposal on

I don’t know why we should

- more carefully by the

have to tax for public safuty*
Mayor Soldo said. “Pwpﬂ

- expect the city to (pravm

those services).”

Soldo said that the con _
has been adding police person
nel every year since 1982. If

the budget to pay for the
without levying a specia
she said.
The council will pass its
87 budget in July, the

‘month the tax would go ir

effect if it was passed.

Also at this week’s meeting,
the council postponed raising a
number of city service fees
until a study session is helﬂ. iu,
January. :

Councilman Rex Clark-; aid
the numerous fees — w :
include charges for such Jﬁﬁ
vices as building penmtsr;dq«w
port rental space, 7ate
connections and garbage ¢o
lection — should be studied

before it approves them.

“We have to be careful,”
Clark said. “If we keep raising
fees, we could get a Prop. 13
that says we can’t raise fees
anymore.”’ '

The council didn’t set a 3lte
for a study session, but it will
hold a public hearing on the
numerous fee increases % its




