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is the second of a two-part se-
ries on the Watsonville Register
Pajaro Valley Progress Edition
of 1916.

The following is from an article
by Mayor W.A. Trafton: “The City
of Watsonville during the-year of
1915 has done much to maintain its
reputation as one of the most pro-
gressive and up to date cities in
Central California. In fact, 1915

may be said to be a ‘red letter’ year -

in the history of our city. The atti-
tude of the public towards its city
government has much to do with
the practical growth and improve-
ment of that city. When the public
becomes sympathetic with real
constructive policies, when it sup-
ports and applauds the presenta-
tion of new ideas and new under-
takings, when it encourages a big
and progressive public or munici-
pal ambition in exactly the same
way that it encourages a worthy
personal ambition.

“It is then that the co-operative
labors of city government and peo-
ple are bound to produce splendid
results.

“It may be safely said that a
broad spirit of co-operation has
manifested itself between the pub-
lic of Watsonville and the city offi-

" cials. And it is with much gratifi-

cation that I can say that the pub-
lic has most liberally supported
every move for the betterment up-
building and growth of the city as
proposed by the city administra-
tion. In this way the governmental
policy has been adjusted to pro-
duce a great measure of advantage
attendant with the minimum of in-
convenience. And this spirit of co-
operation between public and of-
ficers had much to do with en-
abling us to take one of the most
extensive steps forward in munic-
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ipal advancement within the histo-
ry of the city. I will briefly mention
some of the most notable public
achievements of the year.

“For several years past the city
of Watsonville has put forth a
great deal of effort to keep in
touch with the latest and most
improved methods of street build-
ing. With the idea in view of giv-
ing the people the very best
streets possible for the money in-
vested. It has taxed to the utmost
the inventive genius of the build-
ing engineers and road builders of
the county to produce a street or
road that would successfully meet
the new conditions brought about

Main Street Watsonville looking south in 1916.
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“The City of Watsonville during the year of 1915 has done
much to maintain its reputation as one of the most progressive
and up to date cities in Central California. In fact, 1915 may be
said to be a ‘red letter’ year in the history of our city.”

— W.A. Trafton, then mayor of Watsonville

by the advent of the auto. And
even today road building may be
said to yet be passing through its
experimental stages.

“But that the efforts of the offi-
cials of the city of Watsonville to

keep place with the newest devel-
opments in this line have met with
at least some degree of success is
evidenced by the fact the oil-mac-
adam streets of the city of Watson-
ville are looked upon by engineers

as models and are as near a per-
manent street as it is possible to
construct with the money invest-
ed. Under this oil-macadam sys-
tem, we expended over this year
$20,000 for additional new street
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work, puttmg us in tiie enviable
position where we can now boast
of many miles of improved streets.
In addition, ten blocks of streets
and alleys were improved tempo-
rarily by covering with a coat of
waste rock.....

“While I have mentioned some
of the accomplishments of the
city for the past year, I will now
take the liberty to call attention
to the crying need of the city of
Watsonville — a new city hall. As
the city has passed from the
‘small town’ stage into the class
of a growing, prosperous and pro-
gressive city. It has been found
necessary to house the executive,
legislative and administrative of-
fices of the government as well as
the fire department in one build-
ing. And the quarters have on sev-
eral occasions been found inade-
quate. I hope the people will hear
this matter in mind and give fa-
vorable consideration to the
proposition when the administra-
tion places it before them.” So
that’s what was happening in Wat-
sonville in 1916 - the present city
hall was built in 1964-65.
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Betty Lewrs, a local historian
and Watsonville resident, is a
regular columnist for the Kegis-
ter-Pajaronian.



