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= u%aw bom ©fell ” ﬁ
ground,” Fuentes, : gre
said. “I wanted - mﬁﬁd
they got what they needed.”.

E‘uentes family mter :
quickly spread to strangers. He
found the need for volunteers s0.
great he wound up sw

wem&ht during weekends. -

"i’ just call my mom and tell :

~was too tired to [
- I'd just sleep M“

_dat Nms said. “I like
The students, under the ‘di- _the people. You

rection of counselor Jade Tay- ..o qoine somethin
lor, _have volunteered hundreds. o o & e greal
of hours at the National Gua y (&g&domg Sormiething ng% ;
Armory shelter since the Oct. 17 dia Lopez, 16, had
earrthquake left many Wat—
sonville residents with no other
place to live.
- The young people do ev&iﬁ;
‘thiig from manual labor to
kagslatmg for nurses. During
ilar school hours, they . “he
Lre(ilt for their work, but all of s
them can be found still Relping
out long after the last school
bell of the day has sounded. :
“Pm in a group home, and : L’B’ help wheréver :
don't like being there all the needed it,” she said. “I w
time,” said Michael Maduro, 15. 'Qr& ; i
“1 said go for it, becayse I could. |
get out of the house. But I '1 on
wanted to go hel,p, too. _It fgets mmgg angtwtﬁﬁ ﬁggﬁh&
good to know you're helpmg._r o I Mteer help has dwindled,
Danny Fuentes, 16, had peir ; xﬂsen The ‘communi
sonal reasons for signing ¢
Some of his relatives were |

homeless by the quake,
wmﬁvmgaem

"TUDENTS AT
W sonville Commu

' School are there beca
y have a hard time follov
in a traditional
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Léft Danny Fuentes and Mlchael Maduro, help with breakfast clean -up.

ms as organized as it 100ks.

_All of the teens were given
: cqiﬂlctmg orders by various
personnel, they said. One time,
Maduro was told by one official

" to move bottles of water to an-

__other side of the room, and
ieave empty ones where they
‘were. The man had no sooner
* left the room when another of-
ﬂ‘chl told Maduro to move all of
Mbottles.

Lopez said it was the same
‘hth office duties — she’d get
" opposite instruction from two or
: staff. Like Maduro and

Mtes she tried to decide the
- simplest and best procedure for

-each task, and made decxslons
on her own. :

e

fectly. At ﬁrst I would get really
nervous that I'd made mistakes.

- I'd think, ‘Oh my God, what

have I done now?’”

The students were supervised
by National Guardsmen and say
they developed a good relation-
ship with the men. The military

staff, they say, treated them lxke‘

they were valued, but put a

good deal of respousibility_ on

them at the same tune,

“They-: ‘wer»a. tr_;e,ated' as

adults,” said counselor Taylor.
“They had to come through.”

Fuentes put it another way:
“They said they couldn’t prom-
ise you much (for volunteering).

They ’ain’t going to kiss your

ass ”»

The students also saw real-life
dynamics at work in the shel-

ters. They : sald the smarter res-

~mm

“Damn,” said Lopez. “Some of «
these people take advantage.”

But they were in the minority,
students said. Some of the peo-
ple showed their appreciation in
words, but many chose a
The bathrooms were contmmﬂbr]
being cleaned by residents, as
were the rest of the quarters.

“They were always cleaning,”

Taylor said. “They didn’t ver-.

balize, they produced. People

~weren’t lnckmg back and jnst

accepting help.”

All of the students say the
experience has helped them in
their own life. They see a value
in helping others, getting their
minds off their own probléms

" and being responsible.

“If it weren’t for my group
home and this (community
school experlence) i Maduro




