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disenfranchisement by basing
social position on citizenship
and by forming clubs that,
unlike other minority associa-
tions, did not seek to organize
the mass of people.

But it wasn’t all the Mexi-
cans’ fault.

One of the most powerful
forces that has kept Hispanics
from gaining political clout,
according to Macias, has been
the threat of deportation.

“It’s always been ‘move them
in when you need them, move
them out when you don’t need
them,” " Macias said, citing
the deportation efforts of the
1920s and ’30s, and the 1950s’
“Operation Wetback.”

Another factor that held back
Hispanics was a lack of Latino
political machines.

Other minorities were able to
use the machines to move into
the middle class, but by the
time Hispanics began to estab-
lish theirs, the old-time politi-
cal machines were being
dismantled in an effort to clean
up politics.

“We came too late,”” Macias
said.

He said a pohtxcal “‘ward
system’ could help Hispanics
in Watsonville elect city offi-
cials and eventually assist the
Latino community in obtaining
better representation.

Currently, the Mexican
American Legal Defense and
Educational Fund is trying to
bring just such a system into
being. It has filed a suit against
Watsonville to get rid of at-
large elections and replace
them with a seven-district
system.

Castillo used demographics
in his talk, displaying a chart
to make the points that young
people generally vote less than
older people, poorer people vote
less than wealthier people, less-
educated people vote less than

and work more frequently in
blue-collar jobs — all of which
results in low voting percent-
ages.

He also said English-lan-
guage requirements, literacy
tests, poll taxes, intimidation,
gerrymandering, at-large elec-
tions and alienation have added
to the low turnouts in the past.

“Chicanos have to learn the
ropes and they are doing that,”
Castillo said.

“You can't just sit back and

say, ‘It would be really good to
have a Chicano on the City
Council.” You have to become

politically active. It takes a
long time. You have to pay your
dues,” Castillo concluded.
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