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What’s
&

Urban Renewal;

It All About?

(Earl Newkirk, executive di-
rector of the city redevelop-
ment agency, discusses urban
renewal in these columns on
Sunday, Wednesday and Fri
day, Suggestions and comments
may be offered in person, by
mail or telephone. The rede-
velopment agency is in the city
hall annex, 322 Church street,
telephone GA 6-0460,

By Earl Newkirk

Some of my friends have
startled me by asking: “When is
. the redevelopment agency going
. to begin_work on the levees,
. dikes and’ walls along the San
. Lorenzo river and Branciforte
reek?”
The answer is simple — we
aren’t. That’s the job of the U. S.
Corps of Engineers, and a $307,
000 apprepriation to get them
started was approved by the sen-
ate yesterday.

‘But you can bet your life we
are keeping in close toueh with
the army engineers and with the
state highway*people just to be
certain how their plans for the
future will affect the plans we
are making for our San Lorenzo
park project.

We have sounded out the army
as to the possibility of pulling
the levee on the east bank bick
from the edge of the river to
make room for a riverfront park
between Water street and Soquel
avenue, They say it’s. OK with
them . . . if the city wants it.

Actually, it would simply pro-
vide yet another extra iota of
flood protection in the event of
a really terrific cloudburst co-
inciding with a high tide. To
us, it means the possibility of
having a park along the gdge of
the river and a sort of terraced
effect up to the high ground
where it is tentatively proposed
:o have a hotel-convention cen-
er,

Result: no ugly levee standing
. between the convention center

a gentle slope. Normal winter
rains would never put the river
sbove the present hank—severe
raing such as caused our last
flood might inundate a portion
of the park once every 15 or
20 years—but in no event would

tions of the project located be-
hind the last terrace or levee.

Then, too, we have inquired
as to whether or not the army
engineers would consider a flood
wall all along the west bank in-
stead of gust up to the lower
portion* of the project as pro-
posed their earlier plans,
Again they say, if that’s what the
ci_ts wants—OK, :

ur reasoning, of course, is
to provide more area for com-
mercial and off-street parking
se on the west bank of the river.
wall would take up much less
land area, naturally.

All of these are further rea-
sons for beginning the lanninf
of our project while the engi.
neers are still designing the floo
control system. In view of the

* andsthe river—just terraces and |

the waters reach the higher por-|is

taken on a new stature in the in- | ¢

length of time it will take to do
all the planning, to hold public
hearings and meet federal re-
quirements, it appears to us fool-
ish to consider waiting to de our
planning until the engineers
have completed theirs.

Besides, we definitely propose
that our redevelopment plan be
accomplished in two stages—one
to begin immediately upon ap-| ¢
proval of the plan by the city
council and the second to begin
immediately after the levees are
actually in and protecting the
area. ;

Thus, the high ground now
proposed for a hotel-convention
center, together with the park
area, might well comprise all we
could do in Stage I; the remain-
der to be accomplished in Stage| 1
II, when flood control is an estab-
lished faet. In any event, it seems
to us we have a great advan-
tage by planning and developing
simultaneously with the engi-
neers.

As many of you know, the U. S,
Corps of Engineers hopes to com-
plete engineering plans and be-
gin actual construetion sometime
in August or September of 1957,
Even if this timetable is met, we
will surely have a minimum of
one more winter with no flood
protection and a second one with
only partial protection.

It seems foolish to wait so
long just to begin redevelopment
planning,

Movies Turn To /
As Box Office Sl

By James Bacon

Hollywood (#),—The movie in-
dustry, in the midst of a national
box office slump, finally is, ap-
plying the lesson that the de-
gartment stores and used car

ealers learned long ago. ?t
In a sentence, it's this: The
tougher the business the harder| '
you sell.

Hollywood, of course, is the
most illogical town on earth so
it’s easy to understand why the
movies just now are getting
around to such an obvious tru-

m, :
For years in times of slump,
the first studio employes to get
the axe have always been the
boys in the publicity department.

it was like Fuller brush lay-
ing off its door-to-door salesmen
at the first dip in sales. The
publicity men used to have about
ag much security as a South|
American politician.

But, paced by the potent ex-|
amples of such super-salesmen
as the Paramount and Hecht-
Lancaster publicity departments,
the Hollywood press agent has

dustry.
. Paramount currently is releas-

ing two of its best pictures of -
the year. One is “That Certain| g
d | Feeling” with Bob Hope and the | g;
other “The Proud and Pro-| §
§]



