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® 1 think that is where there's a
misconception,” he said. “The
suit was never brought to bring
more Latinos to the City Council;
it was brought so that they would
have the opportunity to be
elected, which happened as soon
as we went to district elections.”

Hall said he was hesitant to
label the new councilmen, many
of whom he hasn’t met, or to
‘comment on what the change
might mean for Watsonville.

Joaquin Avxla, who represented
MALDEF in its suit against the
city, said he was disappointed for
Cruz Gomez, who lost to Paul
Milladin in the District 1 election.
Gomez had been a plaintiff in the
MALDEF suit. He said he was
also disappointed that Oscar Rios
was the only Latino elected to
the council:

Avila said he believes that
there will eventually be more

Latinos on the council, but that if -

might take one or two elections’

under the new system in Wat-:
sonville before its “full impact on*

the political process” is felt and
those candidates win, he said.

Last night’s election was a step
in the direction MALDEF wants
Watsonville to move, he said,
saying that his hope for Wat-
sonville was full political partici-
pation of the Latino community.

At any rate, the government “is
closer to the people” now be-
cause of district elections, he
said.

Avila said he was also encour-
aged by the turnout rates, which
were higher across the board
than had been predicted.

Voter turnout in District 1 was
up about 25 percent from 1987
elections, and about 54 percent
higher in District 2. In 1987, 27
percent of registered voters
turned out in District 1; this year
it was 33.8 percent. In District 2
in 1987, 29 percent turned out;
this year it was 44.7 percent. The
figures aren’t exactly comparable
because the district boundaries
are slightly different from the
1987 precincts.

One of the positive aspects of
the district system, according to
Avila, is that it does lead to

“council will be much closé

higher paruclpatxon in the elec»,

tion process. In Salinas, for ex-
ample, the Latino voter turnout
at the polls was three times
higher than what it had been.

“I wouldn’t be surprised if hadi
happened here,” he said.

Gomez said she thought it was
sad that only one Latino was
elected to the new City. Council,.
but, she said, she considers the
district-election system a success
because of the number of new
councilmen who are sympathetic

to the needs of poor people and )

Gomez said that many peoplea
in her district who had not pre-
viously been npolitically mmde&
were: excited by her campai gn,g
although many of them, being
non-citizens, could not vote. In_
fact, she said, non-citizens in her.
district are more politically aware
and willing to be active than
many who are citizens.

Osmer said he thinks t e new
people it represents than past
councils have been. )
“We've got people who will be
more in touch,” Osmer said.
“They are going to be more rep-

‘resentative of the people.”

Osmer said he hopes that
means that decisions facing the
council will be made in a more
open manner with greater par-
ticipation from the community.

Merino said he was happy to
see that the council majority ap-
pears to be liberal. He said he
thought the candidates would be
more responsive to the Latino
community.

Hall said he was concerned
that if the council majority is in-
deed liberal that spending on po-
lice and fire protection doesn’t
disappear in favor of social pro-
grams.

But the city is so financially

strapped, he said, he doesn’t
think much will change, no mat-
ter who's in power.

But Osmer warned against la-
beling the new candidates.

“We've got to give them a
break,” he said. “My hope (for
the council) is that there will be a
greater effort to achieve a con-
sensus.”




