Reverend Hensley

THE FASTEST GROWING CHURCH

IN THE WORLD

It's quite safe to say that of all
the organized religious sects on the
current scene, one church in par-
ticular stands above all in its unique
approach to religion. The Universal

Life Church is the only organized

church in the world with no tradi-
tional religious doctrine. In the
words of Kirby J. Hensley, founder,
“The ULC only believes in what is
right, and that all people have the
right to determine what beliefs are
right for them, as long as they do
not interfere with the rights of
others.”

Reverend Hensley is the leader
of the worldwide Universal Life
Church with a membership now
exceeding 6.5 million ordained
ministers of all religious beliefs.

church in his garage by ordaining
ministers for $1.00 by mail. During
the 1960’s, he traveled all across the
country appearing at college rallies
held in his honor where he would
perform mass ordinations of thou-
sands of people at a time. These
new ministers were then exempt
from being inducted into the armed
forces during the undeclared Viet-
nam war,

-In 1966 Reverend Hensley was
fighting the establishment on an-
other front. The L.R.S. tried to claim
the ULC wasn't a legal church and
proceeded to impound the -ten
thousand dollars in the church bank
account. The feisty: Hensley filed
suit against the LR.S. in federal
district court for return of the funds
and to permanently establish the
ULC as a legal tax exempt entity.
On March 1, 1974 Judge James F.
Battin ruled against the L.R.S. in his
decision which stated, “Neither this
court or any branch of this govern-
ment will consider the merits or
fallacies of a religion: Nor will the

-~ court praise or condemn a religion.

Were the court to do so, it would
impinge upon the guarantees of
the First Amendment.” The judge
then ordered the LR.S. to return
the impounded money and to grant
the Universal Life Church its tax
exempt status.

Reverend Hensley has stated
that he believes a church is people
and not just a fancy building. He

‘ BY
- ‘Brother Keith E. ’'Hommedieu D.D,

started the.

=

also believes in total freedom and
equality for all people. The ULC
will ordain anyone without regard
to religious beliefs, race, nationality,

sex or age. ;

The ULC’s success formula is

both effective and unquestionably

legal. After a person has become
an ordained minister, he or she can
join with two other people- and
form their own Universal Life
Church. These three people. then
make up the board of directors
consisting’ of a Pastor, a Secretary
and a Treasurer. The ULC will then
grant the group the use of its legal
church charter complete with both
federal and state tax exempt num-
bers. The newly formed church may
then open a bank account:in the
church’s name. Any member of the
church can legally donate ‘up to

.

50% of his or her outside intome

to the church and take a corre-

sponding tax deduction. The chiurch
in turn can pay the complete hous-
ing cost of its minister including
rent or mortgage payment, insur-
ance, taxes, furnishings and repairs.
The church can also provide the
minister with full use of an auto-
mobile as well as pay for travel and

‘educationak  expenses. None of

these. expenmses are reported as
income to, the I.RS. Recently a
whole town in Hardenburg, New
York became Universal Life.minis-
ters and turned their, homes into
religious retreats and monasteries
thereby relieving themselves of
property taxes, at least until the
state tries to figure out what to do,

Churches‘enjoy certain other tax
benefits over the common man-on
the street. For instance, a2 church
can legally buy and sell real estate
or stocks and bonds completely
tax free. It can receive tax free-in-
come from bank deposits or mort-
Bages. Many-.churches awn Jarge

“publishing, recording, or other

related businesses like hospitals,
clinics and schools without paying
any income fax. :
A church can sponsor any kind
of fund raising evént such as a con-
cert, play or even bingo. Churches
are also exempt .from paying in-
heritance taxes, When the pastor
of the church dies, the board of

directors simply appoints a new
pastor and the church goes on.

Reverend Hensley has stated
that he personally doesn't believe
in the tax exempt status of churches.
However, if the government is go-
ing to give a free ride to Billy
Graham and the Pope, then. why
not let everybody participate in
these blessings. Furthermore, he
backs his words up by offering to
defend in court any of his churches
against an attack by a government
agency.

Since the church was founded
in 1962, it has attracted members
who are movie and TV personalities,
businessmen, government officials,
lawyers, and doctors as well as all
types of regular working people.
During the last 15 years the Univer-
sal Life Church has blossomed into.
a full blown grass roots populace
movement.  Reverend Hensley
claims to be ordaining a thousand
new ministers a week and predicts
that the church will have over
20,000,000 members by the early
1980's. In addition, requests for
interviews and TV appearances
continue to pour in.

Anyone who is a member of the
ULC will tell you that the ULC is
destined to change the world. By
unifying mankind into a brother-
hood of freedom orientated indi-
viduals, each respecting the other’s
right to live life as they see fit, the
Universal Life Church hopes to put

~an end to all wars. Reverend

Hensley admits that this is a pretty
monumental task to accomplish,
but he also points out that he is
already well on the way to reaching
his goal. Reverend Hensley invites
anyone wishing to become a ULC
minister to send 2 $5.00 tax deduct-

" ible donation for the cause, to the

Universal Life Church Monastery,
P.O. Box 669 (NT), Aptos, CA.,
95003,

(Editor’s Note:

Brother [’Hommedieu is Chairman
of the Board of Trustees of the
Sacerdotal Order of the Universal
Life and serves on the Board of
Directors of the International Uni-
versal Life Church, Inc.)



