Tralls open in greenbelt preserye

/ Greenbok
/ Moore Creek Preserve

WHAT: 2.5 miles of trails on 246
acres.

WHERE: Entrances off Highway 1 across
from Shaffer Road, and Meder Street’s
end. No trails link entrances. Limited
parking.

HOURS: April-October, sunrise to 7 p.m.
November-March, sunrise to 4 p.m.
ACTIVITIES: Hiking only; no dogs,
bikes, camping, fires, hunting or
collecting plants or animals.

TOURS: Contact the Natural History
Museum, 420-6115.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: A brochure
including a trail map is available from
the Parks and Recreation Department;
420-5270;
www.santacruzparksandrec.com.

By JYLLIAN KEMSLEY
SENTINEL CORRESPONDENT

SANTA CRUZ — The centerpiece in
two decades of development battles, the
Moore Creek Preserve will open without
fanfare April 11.

The 246-acre preserve on the western
edge of Santa Cruz, formerly known as
the Bombay property, was bought by the
city in 1998 for $3.9 million. Ancient oaks,
wildflower meadows and ephemeral
spring pools can be explored on 2.5 miles
of trails overlooking Natural Bridges
State Beach and Younger Lagoon.

“Getting the funding for the Bombay
property was one of the most tense and
aggressive efforts we’ve made for envi-
ronmental preservation in Santa Cruz,”
said state Sen. Bruce McPherson. “I think
the people of Santa Cruz need to be given
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credit for having the vision to say, ‘This
is what we need to do this.””

The saga began when Santa Cruz vot-
ers passed Measure O in 1979, a tempo-
rary moratorium on development. The
lands affected were ongthe north, east and
west sides of town. -

The Teachers Management Investment
Group sold its 250-acre parcel north of
town to the Bombay Corp. in the late
1980s, setting off several years of discus-
sion with the City Council about its devel-
opment.

One 1994 proposal was for 10 luxury
houses with horse stables and corrals on
13 acres. Other proposals in 1997 were for
either 15 or 25 homes on 50 acres.

Although the city had considered buy-
ing the land earlier, purchase efforts
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See GREENBELT on BACK PAGE  The Prairie View Trail begins near Highway 1 and Shaffer Road.
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