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ten policy governing activities on
the mall which was updated this
year to state “no soliciting, peti-
tioning, displaying of goods or lit-
erature, distributing of informa-
tion, demonstrating or conducting
expressive activities of any kind or
in any manner of form” is allowed
from Thanksgiving through Dec.
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Salvation Army bell ringers out-
side Mervyn’s and Gottschalks,
however, don’t come under the pol-
icy. According to managers at the

are allowed to determine what
kinds of activities can occur out-
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For the second year in a row on
the day after Thanksgiving, a large
group of Queer Nation supporters
gathered around the central foun-
tain at 1:30 p.m.

They sang reworded Christmas
carols and chanted such slogans as
“Hey, hey, ho, ho, homophobia has
got to go”” within earshot of a line
of children waiting to get their fac-
es painted by Santa’s elf.

A couple 'kids grabbed stickers
stating “Kids are queer, too” from
a box belonging to Queer Nation
supporters. ;

No large “kiss in” like last year’s

« took place around the fountain, al-

though one female couple hugged.
This year’s demonstration was not

_as large as last year’s, although it

still attracted a large crowd.
Onlookers watching the demon-

-stration expressed words of disgust

as well as supportive applause.
When Queer Nation backers,
their clothes plastered with stick-

‘ers detailing their sexual prefer-

ences, were led away, their col-
leagues yelled ‘‘shame, shame,
shame,” at police. _

After the arrests, about 20 Queer
Nation supporters peacefully left
the mall. ¢“I was about to be arrest-
ed when we decided to walk out to
avoid arrest,” said Cory Drum-
mond.

“The issue here is prohibition on

what we are allowed to do,” said .

Drummond. “They issued a policy
that included an infringement on
our First Amendment right of free
speech to hand out information,
balloons, safe-sex material.”

Six Capitola police officers fol-

lowed the group to the main mall .

entrance, with one police officer
telling the group to “take off.”

“I don’t see you asking the shop-
pers to leave,” Drummond re-

sponded. “How do you know who,

is part of our group?” :
Drummond maintained that the
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stores, are public property. But po-
lice said the mall is private proper-

After arguing a few minutes
with police, the group marched off:
chanting “Out of the malls and in-
to the streets.”

part of Capitola Mall.”

Earlier in the day, Rand, Reyn-
olds and Foster were passing out
leaflets asking people not to buy
war toys when they were ap-
proached by Walker and security
guards, Rand reported. They were
told they were trespassing and op-
erating without a permit.

Rand, however, contended a re-
cent court case determined that e
local shopping mall, while private
property, is considered part of the
public domain and a valid place for
commentary. :

But a few minutes later, they
were arrested by Capitola Police.

“We’ve been harassed (in year:
past,) but never really bothered,
said Rand. “We came to an under
standing in the past... but this
year, they decided to press it.

“I think it has something to do

down. It’s a clear violation of our
First Amendment rights. It shows
a complete lack of tolerance on the




